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CHAPTER III
Inventory and Analysis – Community Resources
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III.     Inventory and Analysis- Community Resources

A.
Housing
Introduction

Attractive, safe, and affordable housing is a basic requirement of any community.  Good quality housing aids in higher land valuation and better living conditions for the population.  When proper housing is available, it is an excellent enticement for facilitating the relocation of new businesses/residents to the area.  New businesses can bring new workers into the community.  Incoming personnel are more easily enticed by sufficient and appealing housing.  This creates a more prosperous and desirable community in which to live, work and grow.

This section will examine housing in the Town of Dillwyn by type, quality, vacancy rate and household characteristics such as household size and race.  Furthermore, general trends and concerns relating to future housing needs will be discussed.    

Although the provision of housing is largely the responsibility of the private sector, which includes builders, developers, realtors, bankers and others, there has always been a close interdependence between the public and private sectors which is essential in meeting the needs of a community.  This tool will provide the basis for analysis of the current status of housing in the Town as well as a broad base to aid in future growth decisions.  Data from this section was obtained from the 2000 U.S. Census of Population.  

Housing Units

According to the U.S. Census Bureau, a housing unit is defined as a house, apartment, group of rooms, or single room occupied or intended for occupancy as separate living quarters.  Separate living quarters are those in which the occupants live and eat separately from any other people in the structure and that have direct access from the outside of the structure or through a common hall, lobby, or vestibule that is used or intended for use by the occupants of more than one unit or by the general public.  Group quarters such as boarding houses, jails, dormitories and hospitals are not counted as living units.

Statistics for the Town of Dillwyn reflect an increase in the number of housing units from 190 in 1990 to 200 in 2000; an increase of 10 units.  Occupied housing units increased from 172 units in 1990 to 180 units in 2000; an increase of 8 units.  Unfortunately, there was also an increase in vacant units from 18 units in 1990 to 24 units in 2000; an increase of 6 units (see Table XXVIII).  

	TABLE XXVIII
Housing Unit Characteristics

Town of Dillwyn
1990-2000

	
	1990
	2000
	Change from 1990 to 2000

	Total Housing Units

    Single-Family

    Multiple-Family

    Mobile Homes

    Other
	190
110
48

28
4
	200
119
54

27

0
	5.3%
8.2%

12.5%

-3.5%

-100%

	Occupied Housing Units

    Single-Family

    Multiple-Family

    Mobile Homes

    Other
	172
95
47
26
4
	180
107
49

24

0
	2.3%
12.6%

4.3%

-7.7%

-100%

	Owner Occupied
	84
	86
	2.4%

	Renter Occupied
	88
	94
	0

	Vacant    
	18
	20
	33.3%

	Source:  1990, 2000 U.S. Census of Population and Housing


According to the 2000 Census, single-family homes were the predominately occupied housing structure in the Town of Dillwyn.  This stresses strong home ownership values with 89.9 percent of these homes being owner occupied.  Single-family homes also had the largest percent increase in occupied residential units from 1990 to 2000 (12.6 percent). With rapidly rising housing costs, however, it is predicted that there will be an increased demand for multi-family units and other forms of housing in the future.  

Mobile homes showed a drop from 1990-2000, both in total housing units (down 3.5 percent) and occupied housing units (7.7 percent) that fell under this category. Mobile homes and/or manufactured homes reflect an effort to provide housing that is more affordable than the average single-family dwelling.  Inflation and increased construction costs, especially over the last few years, have increased conventional single-family housing costs beyond the financial means of many residents.  This situation is compounded in Dillwyn by low family incomes.  For example, in 1999 the median household income was $19,167 in the Town, far below the State median household income of $46,677 (Source: 2000 U.S. Census).  For 2005, the estimated median household income was $19,900 in the Town, a slight improvement but still well below the State median household income of $54,240 (Source: www.city-data.com). 

Manufactured homes do represent a potential solution for at least part of the affordable housing demand.  However, as a housing strategy, they present a variety of fiscal and potential aesthetic trade offs (i.e. potential long term value depreciation of the structures and the potential cumulative visual impact that scattered, unplanned units can have on the Town’s scenic landscape and small-town charm).    

The category labeled “Other” includes housing units such as houseboats, railroad cars, campers, and vans.  Based on information in the 2000 Census, there are none of this type of housing in the Town of Dillwyn.   

Housing Growth (Building Permits Issued)

As seen in historical data above, the predominant housing type in the Town currently remains to be the single-family home.  In 2006, at total of 200 single-family building permits were issued by Buckingham County (see CHART III below).  Of that number, 38 were singlewide manufactured homes, 46 were doublewide manufactured homes, 30 were modular homes and 86 were conventional stick-built homes.  Many of the manufactured homes were replacements or upgrades of existing houses. 

Building permits are handled through the County, including those for buildings within the Town of Dillwyn.  Since 2000, approximately 10 new permits have been issued for new single family homes within the Town.
CHART III
Single-Family Building Permits Issued

Buckingham County

1999-2006
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Housing Quality

Indicators of housing conditions selected for this analysis include overcrowding, low value, age and units lacking adequate water and sewer facilities.  The existence of one or more of these conditions does not mean that a home is unsuitable for occupancy, but may indicate serious inadequacies such as structural obsolescence, deterioration, and the potential for health and safety problems.  

Rental Characteristics  

Contract rent is the monthly rent agreed to or contracted for, regardless of furnishings, utilities, fees, meals or services that may be included.  For vacant rental property, it is the monthly rent asked for the rental unit at the time of the 2000 U.S. Census of Housing surveys.

In the 2000 U.S. Census of Housing, contract rent (also referred to as “rent asked” for vacant units) was asked at all occupied housing units that were rented for cash rent and all vacant housing units that were for rent at the time of enumeration.  Housing units that are renter occupied without payment of cash rent are shown separately as “No cash rent”.  Rent free houses or apartments may be provided to compensate caretakers, ministers, tenant farmers, sharecroppers, family/friend unit owner or others.

The Town of Dillwyn contract rent, according to the 1990-2000 U.S. Census of Housing, is compared in Table XXIX below.
	TABLE XXIX
Rental Characteristics

Town of Dillwyn
1990-2000

	Contract Rent
	1990
	2000
	Change from 1990 to 2000

	Less than $200
	57
	42
	-26.3%

	$200 to $299
	9
	23
	155.6%

	$300 to $499
	5
	16
	220.0%

	$500 to $749
	0
	0
	0

	$750 to $999
	0
	0
	0

	$1,000 or more
	0
	0
	0

	No Cash Rent
	12
	11
	-8.3%

	Median Gross Rent
	$252.00
	$253.00
	0.4%

	Average Household Size of Renter-Occupied Units
	 2.53 persons
	2.31 persons
	- 13.3%

	Source:  1990, 2000 U.S. Census of Housing


Owner Occupied Housing Values

	TABLE XXX
Owner Occupied Housing Values

Town of Dillwyn
1990-2000

	Unit Value
	1990
	2000
	Change from 1990 to 2000

	Less than $ 50,000
	29
	24
	-17.2%

	$50,000 to $99,999
	29
	37
	27.6%

	$100,000 to $149,000
	1
	14
	92.9%

	$150,000 to $199,999
	1
	0
	-100%

	$200,000 to $299,999
	0
	0
	0

	$300,000 to $499,999
	0
	0
	0

	$500,000 or more
	0
	0
	0

	Median Value
	$51,000.00
	$63,400.00
	24.3%

	Average Household Size of Owner-Occupied Units
	2.08 persons
	2.02 persons
	-2.9%

	Source:  1990, 2000 U.S. Census of Housing


Housing Deficiency Characteristics

CHART IV
Occupied Housing Plumbing Deficiency

Town of Dillwyn
1990-2000 
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Town of Dillwyn Governmental Policies
Its Zoning Ordinances and Subdivision Regulations regulate residential development in the Town of Dillwyn. The Town first adopted its Zoning Ordinance on October 3, 1973 and has amended it on a regular basis since then.  The Town first adopted its Subdivision Regulations on October 2, 1973.  The Subdivision Regulations, too, have been amended on a regular basis since then.  

Through zoning, the Town determines land use for the different areas within the Town boundaries. This includes in which areas housing will exist and the characteristics of those neighborhoods– size of the lots, the mixture (if any) of dwelling unit types and the other kinds of uses allowed in the same area.  

Through subdivision regulations, the Town determines the quality of developments in which housing will exist.  Well-designed subdivisions include adequate streets, good drainage, sidewalks, street signs, streetlights, and other basic necessities; the absence of any of these, or obvious deficiencies in them is typically an indication of weak subdivision regulations or poor administration and enforcement of them.  

The County of Buckingham has adopted the Virginia Uniform Statewide Building Code, which sets standards for the construction, alteration, adoption, repair, removal, use, location, occupancy and maintenance of all buildings. This code standardizes the requirements for and quality of construction of all housing regardless of the type or ultimate price.   This code is amended by the County’s Building Inspector.  Building permits are issued by the County, and building codes are enforced by the County, for new construction within the Town of Dillwyn.
Residential Real Estate Taxes, a major source of local revenues, are set at $0.04 per $100 of assessed value for 2008-2009. Personal Property Taxes are set at $0.28 per $100.
Town of Dillwyn Future Housing Needs

Based on the projected population growth for the Town of Dillwyn into the future, the demand for housing will continue to increase. 

As the Town and County expand, and job opportunities are created within the Town and County, the demand for housing can also be expected to increase.  This and other trends discussed in earlier sections can have unintended effects, which include the use of the remaining open space within the Town for new housing (more and more land will be utilized for residential uses) as well as increased demand on the local infrastructure (roads, water and sewer, etc.) and local services.  The Town may want to consider measures to mitigate these effects.  

Housing affordability is another need for the Town in the future.  With the population growth and the corresponding demand for residential property, land and housing costs will continue to rise.  As seen in the previous section, the cost for rental property and homeownership continues to increase.  Although the housing market is a major factor in establishing the type of housing, the Town will want to consider taking steps to help ensure that there are housing choices for all income households in the Town (see Special Policy Areas Chapter).  Also, as housing costs have continued to increase, the affordability issue has affected more and more working families and others who were easily housed by the private market thirty or forty years ago.  The Town will want to consider taking steps to offer a variety of private and public-private programs to create lower-cost, good-quality, market-rate housing.  Typical programs include those in which free land (sometimes from old publicly owned sites, sometimes lots acquired years earlier when people did not pay their taxes) and nonprofit groups or even local builders agree to construct relatively low-cost housing on them.  One of the secrets to creating these lower-cost homes is keeping them relatively small and simple.  Localities can apply for federal grants for affordable housing, but they must have a specialized plan as the basis for such applications.  A Comprehensive Housing Affordability Strategy (CHAS) helps focus community efforts on the provision of affordable housing.  Currently, neither Buckingham County nor the Town of Dillwyn have a CHAS.  

Furthermore, there will be a need to improve or replace substandard housing located within the Town.  There are various Federal and State programs available to assist rural localities in addressing substandard housing and affordable housing. Federal assistance is provided by the U.S. Department of Agriculture Rural Development Program (financing quality, affordable housing), and the U. S. Department of Housing and Urban Development (promoting decent, safe, sanitary and affordable housing).  State assistance is provided by the Department of Housing and Community Development (DHCD) – Division of Housing (provides financial and technical assistance to local governments to expand housing opportunities and to meet the needs of low-income citizens). Furthermore, DHCD’s Housing Division also coordinates overall housing policy with the Virginia Housing Development Authority (VHDA) and other agencies and promotes a market-oriented approach to expanded homeownership.  The VHDA is a housing finance agency (helps citizens obtain safe, sound, and decent housing otherwise unaffordable to them). 
In addition to those programs, there are a number of area agencies that may provide assistance for lower income people in obtaining housing or dealing with housing related issues. They include Farmville Area Habitat for Humanity, Heartland Opportunities and Partnerships for Empowerment (HOPE) Inc., the Department of Social Services, and local churches and ministerial associations.
Another future concern with housing is the need for more diverse housing stock.  Mobile/Manufactured housing generally has a lower appraised value than their “stick-built” counterpart.  The cost of town services for a family located within the Town generally is the same no matter what the type of housing or the value of that housing.  In Dillwyn, as in any locality, Mobile/Manufactured housing provides a lower tax base than stick-built homes which provide a higher tax base.  The lower tax base of manufactured housing combined with the relatively low degree of commercial and industrial development at this time in the Town may intensify the need for higher taxes to provide the increased amount of services provided by the Town.  A more balanced housing mix would help minimize some of the effect of this potential problem.  

Because the County of Buckingham provides many of the services on which housing depends (water/sewer, fire protection, etc.), the Town will want to continue working with the County on locating quality facilities in areas where new housing is encouraged.  This will provide a positive reinforcement for housing investment.  This may include the Town and/or County passing on some or all the costs of constructing new infrastructure to builders and developers.  However, invariably the builder/developer will try to pass on the costs of land development to consumers.  Therefore, any increased requirements are likely to affect housing costs.  

Lastly, the combination of zoning and subdivision regulations can directly affect the cost of housing.  As noted in the previous section, developers invariably try to pass on the costs of land development to consumers, so any increased requirements are likely to affect housing costs.  Therefore, the Town of Dillwyn, in future revisions to its zoning and subdivision regulations, may want to consider creating a reasonable balance between cost and quality in new housing development.  
B.  Transportation

Introduction
Several factors must be considered in analyzing the transportation facilities for the Town of Dillwyn.  A transportation system must first and foremost be safe and efficient.  Residents expect to be able to transport themselves and their materials in the shortest period of time while being ensured they will arrive at their destination safely.  The relationship between the transportation system and existing and proposed land use activities of the area are an additional concern.  Greater transportation facilities will be needed for some anticipated land uses than for others.  This may have some bearing on the location of transportation facilities.  Additionally, it is critical that the perceived transportation needs and desires of Town residents be met.

This section will assess the existing transportation infrastructure for the Town of Dillwyn (and Buckingham County, as it pertains to Dillwyn).  In addition, this section will cover initiatives/projects underway and other multi-modal projects and facilities that might be needed to address the future needs of the Town.  In keeping with the Commonwealth of Virginia’s Statewide Multimodal Transportation Plan, it is the desire of the Town to provide a safe, secure and integrated transportation system; preserve and manage the existing system; facilitate the efficient movement and goods and people through Dillwyn, expand travel choices, and improve interconnectivity of all available transportation modes; and improve its economic vitality and facilitate the coordination of transportation, land use, and planning activities.
Highways and Roadways
Transportation for the Town of Dillwyn consists primarily of its roadways.  Presently, there is one major roadway that goes through the Town – U.S. Highway 15, a two-lane undivided high volume arterial passing through Buckingham County from north to south.  U.S. Highway 15 crosses the entire Commonwealth Regional Council area as it connects Gettysburg, Pennsylvania and points north to the Raleigh-Durham-Chapel Hill-Research Triangle Park region of North Carolina and points south. This roadway has the potential of being a significant growth stimulant for the Town in the future, if other growth criteria are satisfied adjacent to it.  

There are two major roadways that connect with U.S. Highway 15 and pass in near proximity to the Town of Dillwyn:

· U.S. Highway 60, a two-lane undivided high volume arterial passing through Buckingham County from west to east, intersects with U.S. Highway 15 at Sprouses Corner, approximately one mile south of Dillwyn.  For approximately four (4) miles west of Sprouses Corner, it is a four-land divided highway.  U.S. Highway 60 crosses the entire Commonwealth Regional Council area as it connects Richmond and points east with Amherst (near Lynchburg) and goes on to Buena Vista, Lexington, and points west. U.S. Highway 60 has the potential of being a significant growth stimulant for the County (and, indirectly, the Town) in the future, if other growth criteria are satisfied adjacent to it.  

· Virginia Primary Highway 20, a two-lane undivided roadway passing through the County, connects to U.S. Highway 15 less than one mile south of Dillwyn. Virginia Primary Highway 20 runs through Charlottesville and continues north, connecting to Virginia Primary Highway 3 in eastern Orange County (between Culpeper and Fredericksburg).

MAP IV on the next page shows the location of major highways passing through Dillwyn and the surrounding area.  MAP V, on Page 56, shows roadways within the Town of Dillwyn.  Neither the Town of Dillwyn nor Buckingham County have any interstate highways located within their borders.  The closest interstate, Interstate 64, is located approximately 15 miles from the Buckingham/Albemarle County Line (Virginia Primary Highway 20).

Within the Town of Dillwyn, all of the roads are classified as paved or “Hard Surfaced” roads. There are no unpaved roads within the Town, but some driveways and parking lots are unpaved. The Town of Dillwyn may want to consider working with local businesses to pave unpaved parking lots that serve large numbers of cars (i.e., Town Parking and/or parking for festivals and the Railroad Passenger Excursions) for a number of reasons. They include weather issues (the gravel surface is washed away by rain and leaves the road bed exposed, which causes “pot holes” and other damages to the road bed) and organization of parked vehicles (marked parking spaces).

Some of the Town’s paved roads may need to be widened or resurfaced, to deal with the effects of new growth. One particular area of concern on this issue is LeSueur Street, where a new residential development is planned.   VDOT has stated that they will not maintain the road serving this subdivision unless it is widened to 50 feet (in some places, the road is only 15 feet wide).   Since it is in doubt if (or how much) the street will be widened, due mainly to space issues, it may fall upon the developer to maintain the street if these new houses are built.

The local economy can be negatively affected by the existence of inadequate roads.  Real estate values are affected when access to an area is not easily accessible.  Furthermore, potential business investments may be deterred by poor quality roads.  

MAP IV
Major Highways, Town of Dillwyn and the Surrounding Area
[image: image6.emf]
Map created by CRC – February 2008
MAP V
Roadways Within the Town of Dillwyn
[image: image7.emf]
Map created by CRC – February 2009 (Source for Base Map – VGIN Aerial Photo Data)

Maintenance
The Virginia Department of Transportation (VDOT) maintains and provides maintenance funds for the Town of Dillwyn’s road system.  The criterion for the amount of funding depends on whether a road is classified as primary or secondary.  Primary roads are a statewide network connecting cities, towns and other points of interest.  They include all roads with state and federal route numbers below 600 and numbered roads that serve as extensions to primary roads.  All other public roads in the area are secondary roads.

There are nine (9) construction districts in the State.  The Town of Dillwyn and Buckingham County are included in the Lynchburg District.  This District covers a total of nine (9) counties, which include: Amherst, Appomattox, Buckingham, Campbell, Charlotte, Halifax, Nelson, Pittsylvania, and Prince Edward. 

Highway Functional Classification Plan
According to the Virginia Department of Transportation, highway functional classification is a grouping of highways into systems according to the character of service that they are intended to provide.  All roads within the Town of Dillwyn are considered rural.  The following are the Virginia Department of Transportation definitions for the rural road classifications:

· Principal Arterial – These highways provide an integrated network of roads that connect principal metropolitan areas and serve virtually all urban area demands such as statewide and interstate travel.  Traffic on this type of road normally has the right-of-way except in areas of high hazard, and then controls are used.  
· Minor Arterial – These highways link cities and large towns and provide an integrated network for intrastate and inter-county service.  They supplement the principal arterial system so that geographic areas are within a reasonable distance of an arterial highway.  They are intended as routes that have minimum interference to through movement.

· Major Collector – These highways provide service to any county seat, large towns or other major traffic generators not served by the arterial system.  They provide links to the higher classified routes and serve as important intra-county travel corridors. 
· Minor Collector – These highways collect traffic from local roads and bring all developed areas within a reasonable distance of a collector road.  They provide service to small communities and link important local traffic generators with the rural areas.

· Local – These roads provide access to adjacent land and serve travel of short distances as compared to the higher systems.

Map VI on the next page indicates the basic highway network in the Town of Dillwyn and the surrounding area classified by VDOT by function in consideration of future travel demand patterns within the County and to and from the north, south, east and west directions of the County Line.   
Virginia Department of Highways and Transportation Plans for Road Improvements

The Virginia Department of Transportation and the Virginia Department of Rail and Public Transportation, through the Commonwealth’s Transportation Board, promulgates the Virginia Transportation Development Plan, formerly known as the Six Year Improvements Program.  This plan is updated annually and is divided into two (2) sections for developing highway projects.  In the first section, the Feasibility phase, federal and state laws and regulations require various studies.  During this phase, the scope, schedule and budget of a project are at their most tentative stage and significant delays often occur.  In the second section, the Capital Improvement Program phase, projects are refined and approaching construction.  The plan also includes information on all roadway systems, except secondary roads.  State Primary Highway construction projects for the Town of Dillwyn and the surrounding areas under the State of Virginia 2009-2014 Plan can be seen in MAP VII on Page 60.  
Secondary roads (generally roads with route numbers 600 and above) are not included in the State of Virginia 2008-2009 Plan.  The secondary road program is developed annually by each county in conjunction with VDOT.  Consequently, each county has its own Six-Year Improvement Program for secondary roads.  The Town of Dillwyn’s Priority Six-Year Improvement Construction Program (2009-2014) for secondary roads can be seen in MAP VIII on Page 61.  

MAP VI
Functional Class Identification

Of Roadways in Dillwyn and the Surrounding Area
[image: image8.emf]
Map created by CRC – February 2008

MAP VII
State of Virginia Six-Year Primary Highways and Transportation Plan

Town of Dillwyn and Surrounding Area

2009-2014
[image: image9.emf]
Map created by CRC – June 2008
Source – VDOT
MAP VIII
Town of Dillwyn Priority Six-Year Secondary 

Road Construction Plan 

2009-2014
[image: image10.emf]
Map created by CRC – January 2009
Source – VDOT

Traffic Volumes 
Daily traffic volume estimates on major roadway segments in the Town of Dillwyn and the surrounding area for 2001, 2004, and 2007 can be seen in MAP IX on Page 64.  Daily Traffic volume estimates for secondary streets with the Town of Dillwyn can be seen in Map X on Page 65 and MAP XI on Page 66. The Virginia Department of Transportation (VDOT) conducts a program where traffic count data are gathered from sensors in or along roads and highways.  From these data, estimates of the average number of vehicles that traveled each segment of road are calculated.  Data for all other secondary roadways within the County for these periods and others can be seen at http://www.virginiadot.org/info/ct-TrafficCounts.asp
Future Traffic Projections
Roadways linear traffic projections for roadways in the Town of Dillwyn and the surrounding area for 2015 to 2040 can be seen in TABLE XXXI on Page 68.  The Virginia Department of Transportation determined these projections on a linear regression analysis. The percentage growth was based on a percentage growth/declines based on historical traffic data.  

Those road sections with an annual growth of 0 assumes a negative or level trend, with no growth.  Road segments from 0 to 0.1 are considered standard, with only a marginal projected growth.  Road segments with 0.1 to 0.2 growth rate are considered stagnate (mid-range), with some growth anticipated.  Road segments with a greater than .03 growth rate are areas where significant growth is anticipated.  These are areas the Town and/or County will want to monitor for possible future study.  
Capacity Analysis (Levels of Service)

Levels of service are often used as measures of system performance in transportation planning analysis and to define public policy concerning highway performance.  They are also used in traffic impact analyses to determine local traffic impacts of proposed development.  Definitions of level of service differ for intersections and roadway segments.  Where intersections are closely placed, traffic signals usually govern arterial and roadway capacity.  Sprouses Corner (intersection of U.S. Highway 60 and U.S Highway 15) and the intersection of U.S. Highway 15 and Virginia Primary Highway 20, both within a mile of Dillwyn’s southern Town Limits, are examples of this situation.  

To evaluate the ability of a roadway or intersection to accommodate traffic, capacity analysis is conducted using a.m. and p.m. peak hour volumes.  On roadways, capacity is graded by level of service.  With A as the highest and F as the lowest, service levels decline as traffic volumes and vehicle delays increase.   VDOT defines levels of C or better as indicating adequate service.   A current Level of Service Map for roads in the Town of Dillwyn and surrounding area in 2005 can be seen in MAP XII on Page 68.  A future Level of Service Map for roads in this area in 2035 can be seen in MAP XIII on Page 69.
Level of Service Definitions
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MAP IX
2001/2004/2007 VDOT Daily Traffic Volume Estimates

On Major Highways
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Map created by CRC – June 2008

Source: VDOT
MAP X
2001/2004/2007 VDOT Daily Traffic Volume Estimates

Secondary Roads in Dillwyn – Main Street, Gold Mine Street, Rosney Road
[image: image13.emf]
Map created by CRC – July 2008 (Source: VDOT)

MAP XI
2001/2004/2007 VDOT Daily Traffic Volume Estimates

Secondary Roads in Dillwyn – Camden, Conner, and Hancock Streets
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Map created by CRC – July 2008 (Source: VDOT)

TABLE XXXI
Roadway Linear Traffic Projections
Town of Dillwyn and Surrounding Area
(Based on Traffic History)

Route 
2015
2025
2030
2035
2040
Annual 

Route
SEQ
Type
Facility Name
Segment From
Segment To
VPD
VPH
VPD
VPH
VPD
VPH
VPD
VPH
VPD
VPH
Growth
Comment

00015
050
JAMES MADISON HWY
RTE 60
RTE 20
10604
880
11778
978
12364
1026
12951
1075
13538
1124
0.012

00015
060
JAMES MADISON HWY
RTE 20
NCL DILLWYN
6551
563
6683
575
6750
581
6816
586
6882
592
0.002

00015
070
OAK ST
NCL DILLWYN
RTE T-1010 EAST
7006
603
7353
632
7527
647
7701
662
7875
677
0.005

00015
080
OAK ST
RTE T-1010 EAST
RTE T-1003 EAST
6998
602
7339
631
7510
646
7680
660
7851
675
0.005

00015
090
MAIN ST
RTE T-1003 EAST
NCL DILLWYN
9677
832
10671
918
11168
960
11665
1003
12162
1046
0.011

00015
100
JAMES MADISON HWY
NCL DILLWYN
RTE 650
4291
365
4291
365
4291
365
4291
365
4291
365
0
Negative or level trend, assumes no growth

00629
020
T
ROSNEY ROAD
SCL DILLWYN
RTE 15
875
97
941
104
975
108
1008
112
1041
116
0.008

00632
010
RTE 623
RTE 60
1173
118
1385
140
1492
151
1598
161
1704
172
0.022

01001
010
T
HANCOCK STREET
RTE T-1002
RTE T-1005
198
29
198
29
198
29
198
29
198
29
0
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Source: Virginia Department of Transportation, February 2008
MAP XII
2005 Level of Service and Intersection Crashes
Town of Dillwyn and Surrounding Area
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Map created by CRC – March 2008 (Source: VDOT)
MAP XIII
2035 Projected Level of Service
Town of Dillwyn and Surrounding Area
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Map created by CRC – March 2008 (Source: VDOT)
VDOT’s 2005 Level of Service analysis for Dillwyn and the surrounding area identified one segment of roadway that is providing inadequate service (Level C or worse) – U.S. 15 between Dillwyn’s Northern Town Limits and Route 650 (see MAP XII on Page 68).  VDOT’s 2035 Level of Service projections show a number of roadways that are expected to provide inadequate service (See MAP XIII on Page 69).  They include U.S. 15 from Route 650 through Dillwyn to its Southern Town Limits, Route 629 (Rosney Road) from U.S. 15 to Dillwyn’s Southern Town Limits, Route 1003 (Main Street) from U.S. 15 to Route 20, and Route 1001 (Hancock Street) from U.S .15 to Camden Street.  
The Town of Dillwyn will want to take steps to preserve the functionality of these and other roads that pass through the Town.  Such steps could include traffic management or access management initiatives/measures (i.e. ordinances) to improve safety and ensure smooth traffic flow.
Safety

Annually, the Traffic Engineering Division of the Virginia Department of Transportation monitors and summarizes motor vehicle accidents that occur along identified road sections.  For the purpose of this analysis, one major road intersections within the Town of Dillwyn is included:

· U.S. Highway 60/Route 1003 (Main and Oak Streets)
Three major intersections near Dillwyn are included for this analysis:

· U.S. Highway 60/U.S. Highway 15;

· U.S. Highway 15/Virginia Primary Highway 20;

· U.S. Highway 60/Route 650.
TABLE XXXII, located on the next page, lists accident statistics for these intersections. These are the areas for which VDOT had accident data for the years in question. It should be noted that the data for these areas includes accidents within 200 feet of each intersection. 

	TABLE XXXII                   
Accident Data For Major Road Intersections - 2001, 2004, and 2007
(Data is for accidents within 200 feet of each intersection)

	Road Intersection
	2001
	2004
	2007

	Intersection within the Town of Dillwyn

	U.S. Highway 15/Route 1003
	
	
	

	       # Fatal Accidents
	0
	0
	0

	       # Injury Accidents
	0
	0
	1*

	       # Property Damage Accidents
	0
	0
	1*

	       # Total Accidents
	0
	0
	1*

	       # Persons Killed
	0
	0
	0

	       # Persons Injured
	0
	0
	1

	       $ Property Damage
	0
	0
	$2,500

	Intersections outside the Town of Dillwyn

	U.S. Highway 15/U.S Highway 60
	
	
	

	       # Fatal Accidents
	0
	0
	0

	       # Injury Accidents
	1
	2
	1

	       # Property Damage Accidents
	1
	2
	3

	       # Total Accidents
	2
	4
	4

	       # Persons Killed
	0
	0
	0

	       # Persons Injured
	1
	2
	1

	       $ Property Damage
	$3,400
	$12,500
	$20,450

	U.S. Highway 15/SR 20
	
	
	

	       # Fatal Accidents
	0
	0
	0

	       # Injury Accidents
	2
	1
	0

	       # Property Damage Accidents
	2
	2
	3

	       # Total Accidents
	4
	3
	3

	       # Persons Killed
	0
	0
	0

	       # Persons Injured
	5
	1
	0

	$ Property Damage
	$36,900
	$12,100
	$5,400

	U.S. Highway 15/Route 650
	
	
	

	       # Fatal Accidents
	0
	0
	0

	       # Injury Accidents
	0
	1
	0

	       # Property Damage Accidents
	2
	1
	0

	       # Total Accidents
	2
	2
	0

	       # Persons Killed
	0
	0
	0

	       # Persons Injured
	0
	1
	0

	$ Property Damage
	$4,220
	$9,000
	0

	Source: 2001, 2004, 2007 Summary of Accident Data, Virginia Department of Transportation 
* This single accident resulted in both injuries and property damage.


Transportation Issues

Highways and roads are critical links in people’s lives, as well as the communities they inhabit.  

As part of the Commonwealth Regional Council’s Rural Transportation Program, a Rural Long-Range Transportation Plan for the region is being developed.  Phase I, which consisted of gathering data including local transportation issues, was completed in FY 06-07.  The Commonwealth Regional Council staff met individually with each participating County (which included all of Buckingham County in January 2007) to acquire this data.  From the meeting with Buckingham County, five local transportation issues were noted. No local issues were identified within the Town of Dillwyn during this process, but some of the issues identified by the County could have some impact on Dillwyn.  They include: 
· Concern of U.S. Highway 15, Highway 617 and Highway 622, near MEAD-WestVaco (safety issues-widening and shoulder improvements); 
· Concern of large amount of traffic coming and going from the MEAD-WestVaco facility; 
· Concern of heavy Bio-Solid truck transporting Bio-Solids through and into the County on U.S. Highway 60.
Bridges and  Culvert Conditions

Within the State of Virginia, there are 20,000+ bridges and culverts that are designed, constructed and maintained with the best in professional care.  Of those 20,000+ bridges and culverts, approximately 126 of them are located in Buckingham County.  Bridges require long-term investment to ensure that they remain safe.    

Since the I-35 W Bridge collapse in Minneapolis over the Mississippi River in August 2007, the term “structurally deficient bridge” has entered into the minds of many people.  “Structurally deficient” does not mean “unsafe.”  The term comes from the National Bridge Inspection Standards (NBIS) which was established during the 1960s as a result of a major bridge collapse.  NBIS is a standard system of rating bridges for constancy in all state and municipalities and on federal facilities.
The term structural deficiency is applies when the condition of one or more of three components –bridge deck, superstructure, or substructure – receives a rating of 4 or less on a scale of 0-9, with 9 being the best rating.  These ratings result from biennial (and in some cases more frequent) bridge inspections in Virginia.  

If any of the bridge’s three components receives a rating or less, it triggers priority status for maintenance and repair of that component.  Funds then are allocated to fix the problem, and weight restrictions are also imposed.  If the problem requires immediate attention, traffic restrictions also are imposed.  

Shown in TABLE XXXIII on Pages 74-76 are the bridges and large culverts located in Buckingham County (which includes the Town of Dillwyn and the surrounding area), and their conditions per the Virginia Department of Transportation (VDOT) Bridge Inspection.  An explanation of the table is as follows:

Bridge Inspection Definitions
What are “general condition ratings?” According to the National Bridge Inspection Standards (NBIS), condition ratings are used to describe an existing bridge or culvert compared with its condition if it were new. The ratings are based on the materials, physical condition of the deck (riding surface), the superstructure (supports immediately beneath the driving surface) and the substructures (foundation and supporting posts and piers). General condition ratings range from 0 (failed condition) to 9 (excellent). 
Which bridges are included in the NBI system? NBI structures are bridges or culverts that carry vehicular traffic and have an opening longer than 20 feet measured along the center of the roadway. 

What bridges are not considered part of the NBI system? Non-NBI structures include bridges or culverts that carry vehicular traffic and are equal to or less than 20 feet measured along the center of the roadway.  VDOT exceeds the NBI standards by inspecting and documenting in our inventory all bridges regardless of their length and all culverts having an opening greater than 36 square feet. 

What is a “structurally deficient” bridge? Bridges are considered structurally deficient if they have been restricted to light vehicles, closed to traffic or require rehabilitation. Structurally deficient means there are elements of the bridge that need to be monitored and/or repaired. The fact that a bridge is "structurally deficient" does not imply that it is likely to collapse or that it is unsafe. It means the bridge must be monitored, inspected and maintained. 

How is “structural deficiency” determined? The condition of different parts of a bridge is rated on a scale of 0 to 9 (with 9 being “excellent” and zero being “failed”). A structurally deficient bridge is one for which the deck (riding surface), the superstructure (supports immediately beneath the driving surface) or the substructure (foundation and supporting posts and piers) are rated in condition 4 or less. 

What makes a bridge structurally deficient, and are structural deficient bridges unsafe? The fact that a bridge is "structurally deficient" does not imply that it is likely to collapse or that it is unsafe. A “deficient” bridge is one with some maintenance concerns that do not pose a safety risk. A “deficient” bridge typically requires maintenance and repair and eventual rehabilitation or replacement to address deficiencies. To remain open to traffic, structurally deficient bridges are often posted with reduced weight limits that restrict the gross weight of vehicles using the bridges. If unsafe conditions are identified during a physical inspection, the structure must be closed. 

TABLE XXXIII
Buckingham County Bridge and Large Culvert Conditions
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What is a “functionally obsolete” bridge? A functionally obsolete bridge is one that was built to standards that are not used today. These bridges are not automatically rated as structurally deficient, nor are they inherently unsafe. Functionally obsolete bridges are those that do not have adequate lane widths, shoulder widths, or vertical clearances to serve current traffic demand, or those that may be occasionally flooded.  A functionally obsolete bridge is similar to an older house. A house built in 1950 might be perfectly acceptable to live in, but it does not meet all of today’s building codes. Yet, when it comes time to consider upgrading that house or making improvements, the owner must look at ways to bring the structure up to current standards. 

What is a “fracture-critical” bridge? A fracture-critical bridge is one that does not contain redundant supporting elements. This means that if those key supports fail, the bridge would be in danger of collapse. This does not mean the bridge is inherently unsafe, only that there is a lack of redundancy in its design. 
What is a bridge’s “sufficiency rating?” Sufficiency ratings were developed by the Federal Highway Administration to serve as a prioritization tool to allocate funds. The rating varies from 0 percent (poor) to 100 percent (very good). The formula considers structural adequacy, whether the bridge is functionally obsolete and level of service provided to the public. 

History of Federal Bridge Inspection Program The federal bridge inspection program regulations were developed as a result of the Federal-Aid Highway Act of 1968 following the collapse of the Silver Bridge in Point Pleasant, West Virginia. The United States Secretary of Transportation established the National Bridge Inspection Standards (NBIS) to locate and evaluate existing bridge deficiencies to ensure the safety of the traveling public. 

The 1968 Federal-Aid Highway Act directed the states to maintain an inventory of federal-aid highway system bridges. This was amended over time to establish criteria for NBIS bridges including: 

• Defining the NBIS to bridges to those on the federal-aid highway system; 

• Requiring inspections of bridges longer than 20 feet on all public roads; and 

• Expanding bridge inspection programs to include special inspection procedures for   fracture-critical members and underwater inspection 

Bridge Condition Code Key


Per TABLE XXXV on the previous page, the following is the bridge condition code key:



Code 



Description

N 



NOT APPLICABLE
9



EXCELLENT CONDITION
8



VERY GOOD CONDITION No problems noted.
7 



GOOD CONDITION Some minor problems.
6 
SATISFACTORY CONDITION Structural elements show some minor deterioration.
5 
FAIR CONDITION All primary structural elements are sound but may have some

minor section loss (due to corrosion), cracking, spalling (deterioration of concrete

surface) or scour (erosion of soil)
4 
POOR CONDITION Advanced section loss, deterioration, spalling or scour.
3 
SERIOUS CONDITION Loss of section, deterioration, spalling or scour have

seriously affected primary structural components. Local failures are possible.

Fatigue cracks in steel or shear cracks in concrete may be present.
2
CRITICAL CONDITION Advanced deterioration of primary structural elements.

Fatigue cracks in steel or shear cracks in concrete may be present or scour may

have removed substructure support. Unless closely monitored it may be necessary

to close the bridge until corrective action is taken.
1 
"IMMINENT" FAILURE CONDITION Major deterioration or section loss present in

critical structural components or obvious vertical or horizontal movement affecting

structure stability. Bridge is closed to traffic but corrective action may put back in

light service.
0 
FAILED CONDITION Out of service - beyond corrective action.

Public Transportation
Residents of the Town of Dillwyn and Buckingham County have limited access to public transportation.  This is a common characteristic of the region as a whole.  Services are extremely limited in the Commonwealth Regional Council area, with vast areas and many communities not served by the limited transportation systems that do exist.

Currently, the Town and County are served by the following two transit services 
(see MAP XIV):
· Piedmont Area Transit

Stops within Buckingham County include the following:


Bates Market


Sheppards Store

Pino’s Restaurant (just outside the Dillwyn Town Limits)


Lucky’s Shell Station (just outside the Dillwyn Town Limits)


Star Motel (just outside the Dillwyn Town Limits)


Route 60 Apartments

· JAUNT

Stops within Buckingham County include the following:

Blue Route - 
Ducks Store




Buckingham Court House


Old Buckingham Middle School


Midway Market


Ali’s Market

JAUNT also has a Health Connector bus, which provides service to Central Virginia Community Health Center from New Canton, and parts of Albemarle and Fluvanna Counties.

In addition, JAUNT is in the process of placing a larger bus into service for its Blue Route in Buckingham County.  The new bus will be able to hold 23 or 24 passengers.

MAP XIV
Public Transit Routes and Stops
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Persons with disabilities, the elderly, students, and families all depend on some form of transportation to get from one place to another.  The rural nature of Dillwyn and Buckingham County is a factor which hinders the ability of both localities to provide transportation service for persons with special needs. Currently, within Buckingham County, the coverage of this system is very limited and therefore the services offered cannot be adequately dispersed to the entire population of the County. These transit services provide a few stops near the Town of Dillwyn, but none in the Town itself.
Crossroads Community Services Board, located in Farmville, provides limited transportation for its clients.  Crossroads provides mental health, mental retardation, and substance abuse services for the counties of Amelia, Buckingham, Charlotte, Cumberland, Lunenburg, Nottoway and Prince Edward.

Public transportation in the Town and County would assist residents with transportation to and from work, as well as enabling residents to have more freedom to travel to larger towns in the geographical area.  Individuals seeking gainful employment are hindered by this lack of service, as many are unable to afford reliable personal transportation.  It may be useful to consider a joint study/survey among residents to determine what services residents would utilize and find beneficial.

Rail Service

The 16-mile Buckingham Branch Railroad is a former C&O operation which runs from Bremo, just across the James River in Fluvanna County, south to Dillwyn (See MAP XV). The line, which extended to Rosney at one time, intended to reach the N&W at Farmville. The Bryant family purchased the line from CSX in 1989. The interchange with CSX is at Strathmore yard, where the abandoned Virginia Air Line headed north to Lindsay. Daily CSX manifest trains Q302/303 switch the yard and Buckingham Branch trains run over CSX trackage between Bremo and Strathmore to reach the yard. The line crosses the James River on a high bridge just east of the U.S. 15 Bridge. From there it heads east briefly, paralleling the river, to a switchback at New Canton. Trains reverse direction to continue on to Dillwyn. 
Map XV
Buckingham Branch Railroad
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Source:  http://www.trainweb.org/varail/bb.html, 2007
The line is un-signaled and limited to 10 miles per hour. Railroad crews have been working continuously to repair the physical plant since the acquisition of the line from CSX in 1989. A major tie, ballast and bridge replacement program was completed last summer. 
The Buckingham Branch Railroad usually operates three days per week, on Mondays, Wednesdays and Fridays. The other days are reserved for operating the Shenandoah Valley Railroad, between Staunton and Pleasant Valley and for maintenance activities. The Buckingham Branch's offices and shops are located in the Town of Dillwyn. Trains originate at Dillwyn in the morning, and after switching industries in the town, head north to the CSX interchange at Strathmore. Stops are usually made along the way to pick up loaded cars outside of Dillwyn. The engineer on Buckingham Branch train will identify himself as the "Z710" when requesting permission to enter CSX rails. On the return trip, empties are spotted at various spurs. Commodities shipped include pulpwood, untreated ties, sand, and solite. There are four locomotives on the property, all early GP's.  These include ex-Seaboard (ex-A&WP) GP16 #1857, ex-Seaboard 1818 and 8851 and ex-RF&P 101. The BB's motive power has been repainted in the gray and red scheme. The units are now numbered one through three. The RF&P 101 retains its historic livery.  The last unit is the property of the Old Dominion Chapter of the National Railway Historical Society and is used primarily on excursions. The Buckingham Branch has an active excursion program throughout the year, including Santa Claus trains in December. 
Motor Freight Carriers
There are numerous freight carriers that provide service to the Town of Dillwyn and Buckingham County. They include Overnite, Estes, and Wilson. 
Airports
There are several airports in the area, all within a 90-minute drive of the Town of Dillwyn: 

Charlottesville-Albemarle Airport- located off of U.S. 29 in Albemarle County, just north of Charlottesville. This is a commercial service airport that offers non-stop flights to and from New York/LaGuardia, Philadelphia, Charlotte, Washington/Dulles, Atlanta, and Cincinnati. Major carriers that provide service to the airport include Delta Connection, United Express, US Airways Express, and Northwest. 

Lynchburg Regional Airport- located just south of the City of Lynchburg off of U.S. 460 and U.S. 29. Carriers that provide service to the airport include Delta Connection/Atlantic Southeast Airlines and US Airways. The airport offers 18 daily arrivals and departures. They provide commercial and general aviation services. 

Richmond International Airport- located in Richmond, Virginia, the airport currently has eight air carriers with non-stop flights to over 20 destinations and connecting flights to destinations around the world. Approximately 3.3 million passengers used the airport during the fiscal year ended June 30, 2007, according to the Airport’s Comprehensive Annual Financial Report, and that number continues to grow. Major carriers operating out of Richmond include AirTrans, American, Continental, Delta, JetBlue, Northwest, United, U.S. Airways, and Air Canada.
Farmville Regional Airport- located only about 30 minutes from the Town of Dillwyn, in southern Cumberland County near the Town of Farmville. This airport is not a commercial airport, but a general aviation airport. The airport is equipped with a 4,400 foot paved, lighted runway and automated weather system. Hangers, fuel, and instrument ratings are available as well. The Town of Farmville is planning to extend the runway to 5,000 feet as part of a Capital Improvement Plan for the Airport.
There are no public airports directly in the Town of Dillwyn or Buckingham County.  However, there are several grass strips located in the County.  These include one near Yogaville off of Route 601 in the northern part of the County, and also one off of Route 602 near Route 751 (possibly is abandoned).  

Other (Bike, Waterways, Pedestrian)

Bicycling and walking are fundamental travel modes and integral components of an efficient transportation network.  Appropriate bicycle and pedestrian accommodations provide the public, including the disabled community, with access to the transportation network; connectivity with other modes of transportation; and independent mobility regardless of age, physical constraints, or income.  Effective bicycle and pedestrian accommodations enhance the quality of life and benefit the environment. Bicycling and walking are successfully accommodated when travel by these modes is efficient, safe, and comfortable for the public.  
Under the 2004 VDOT Policy for Integrating Bicycle and Pedestrian Accommodations, VDOT will initiate several policies relating to bicycle and pedestrian accommodations.  These policies are as follows:

· VDOT will initiate all roadway construction projects with the presumption that the projects shall accommodate bicycling and walking;
· VDOT will promote the inclusion of bicycle and pedestrian accommodations in transportation activities at Local, Regional and Statewide levels;

· Bicycle and pedestrian accommodations can be developed through projects that are independent of highway construction either within the highway right-of-way or on an independent right-of-way;

· Highway construction funds can be used to construct bicycle and pedestrian accommodations either concurrently with highway construction projects or as independent transportation projects;

· Bicycle and pedestrian accommodation project will be funded in the same manner as other highway construction projects for each system; and

· All accommodations will be designed and constructed, or installed, using guidance from VDOT and Association of State Highway and Transportation Officials (AASHTO) publications, the Manual on Uniform Traffic Control Devices (MUTCD) and the American with Disabilities Act Accessibility Guidelines (ADAAG).   

One thing that the area surrounding the Town of Dillwyn has in abundance is scenic natural environment, including rivers, streams and forests.  These resources offer great potential for the development of special transportation facilities including bikeways, pedestrian paths and boat ramps.  

While there are currently no trails in the Town, the Ellis Acres Memorial Park Project (located in the Town of Dillwyn) would connect to a series of walking and jogging trails. Additionally, the County offers a number of biking trails for riders ranging from novice to experienced off-road rider.  These scenic routes can be found in the James River State Park (offering nearly 20 miles of hiking, biking, and horseback riding trails), located along the James River, and the Appomattox-Buckingham State Forest (with trails for hikers, bikers and equestrians).  
Commonwealth Regional Council (CRC) Regional Bicycle Plan
In June 2000, the Piedmont Planning District Commission (now known as the Commonwealth Regional Council) prepared the Piedmont Regional Bicycle Plan in cooperation with the U.S. Department of Transportation, Federal Highway Administration and Virginia Department of Transportation.  The FY 2000 Rural Transportation Planning Grant under the Rural Transportation Program funded the project.  In order for any locality or region to be eligible for VDOT funding for highway projects, including bicycle facilities, the local government participating must have an adopted bicycle plan.

The Piedmont Regional Bicycle Plan (now known as the Commonwealth Regional Council Regional Bicycle Plan) was adopted by the Buckingham County Board of Supervisors on March 8, 1999.  A copy of the full Bicycle Plan map can be seen in Chapter VIII – APPENDIX.
The Plan has one (1) bicycle route that passes through the Town of Dillwyn. That route (U.S. Highway 15) is denoted in MAP XVI, which is shown on the next page.
Dillwyn has not adopted the Regional Bike Plan.  As the process of developing this Comprehensive Plan moves forward, the Town will want to consider going on record as adopting the Plan for itself.

MAP XVI
Commonwealth Regional Council Regional Bicycle Plan
Routes in and around Dillwyn (Route outlined in Green)
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Transportation Enhancement Program
The Transportation Enhancement Program, through the Virginia Department of Transportation, offers broad opportunities and federal dollars to undertake unique and creative action to integrate transportation into communities and the environment.  There are twelve (12) eligible enhancement project activity types.  These activities include:

· Pedestrian and Bicycle Facilities

· Bicycle and Pedestrian Safety and Educational Activities

· Acquisition of Scenic Easements and Scenic or Historic Sites

· Scenic or Historic Highway Programs (including Tourist and Welcome Centers)

· Landscaping and Other Scenic Beautification

· Historic Preservation

· Rehabilitation of Historic Transportation Buildings, Structures or Facilities

· Preservation of Abandoned Railway Corridors

· Control and Removal of Outdoor Advertising

· Archaeological Planning and Research

· Mitigation of Water Pollution and Wildlife Protection

· Establishment of Transportation Museums

Up to 80 percent of a transportation enhancement project can be financed with Federal Surface Transportation Program funds.  A minimum of 20 percent must come from other public or private sources.  Some types of federal funds from other Federal Agencies are allowable for the required match.  All or part of the 20 percent local match may be an in-kind contribution of tangible property, such as donation of land or materials.  In addition, to the limit allowable under federal law, professional services that are related to the project and are documented may qualify as an in-kind match, as will volunteer work.

Since 2002, the Town of Dillwyn has been awarded $273,000 in Transportation Enhancement Funds for its Transportation Enhancement Project on Main Street. The Town has received funding for Phases I and II of the project.  Phase I, which included the construction of a pedestrian plaza and clock, was completed during the Summer of 2006.  Phase II will involve sidewalk improvements and the installation of crosswalks on Main Street, extending out from the Plaza, and could include the following construction activities:  construction of compatible walkways, pedestrian crosswalks, decorative street lighting, new street signage, landscaping, and various site furnishings along Main Street.  The total project budget for the first two phases of the project is $333,700.  Phase II plans are presently being reviewed by VDOT.  Once all issues related to these plans have been addressed, it is anticipated that the Town will receive authorization from VDOT to put Phase II out to bid.
The Enhancement project is based on a Streetscape Master Plan that was done for the Town in 2002.  This Master Plan was developed by a group of interested citizens who wanted to improve the U.S. 15 Corridor in Dillwyn.  That group of citizens included a retired architect, who prepared conceptual drawings for the Master Plan.  One of those drawings is in FIGURE I shown on the next page.
Figure I

Dillwyn Streetscape Master Plan

(Developed in 2002)
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Pedestrian Facilities/Initiatives
Pedestrian facilities are important parts of a multimodal transportation system.  Communities across the Country are placing more emphasis on walkability within their boundaries.  They want these facilities to be safe and comfortable for all pedestrians, including the disabled.

Pedestrian facilities within the Town of Dillwyn consist mainly of a network of sidewalks that run along U.S. 15 (Main/Oak Street) and Gold Mine Street.  The Town’s existing sidewalk network is shown in MAP XVII, on the next page.

During 2008 and the first part of 2009, the Town of Dillwyn – with assistance from the Commonwealth Regional Council (CRC) and an outside consultant, and with the help of a planning grant from the Virginia Department of Housing and Community Development – developed an Economic Restructuring Plan and Downtown Physical Improvements Plan for the Town to identify strategies for revitalizing the Town’s Business District.

The Physical Improvements Plan identified a number of constraints within the Town, including lack of parking and lack of sidewalks. The Plan also identified opportunities for possible improvements within the Town of Dillwyn.  Proposed improvements related to the pedestrian environment that were identified in the Plan include:

· New and/or improved sidewalks along U.S. 15 and on Main, Conner, Hancock, Warehouse, Conner, and Mitchell Streets.

· Streetscaping along U.S. 15, including pedestrian street lighting and street trees.

· Sidewalk connections to open spaces within ½-mile of Ellis Acres Memorial Park.

· New crosswalks, to help pedestrians cross busy intersections.

· Traffic calming measures to keep down the speeds of motor vehicles and mitigate pedestrian/vehicle conflicts.

· Additional parking for people who visit Dillwyn.

The entire Town of Dillwyn Economic Restructuring Plan and Downtown Physical Improvements Plan, which includes maps showing the proposed improvements listed above and cost estimates for those improvements, is included in Chapter VIII – APPENDIX.
In addition to the proposed improvement listed above, the plans for Ellis Acres Memorial Park call for a series of walking and jogging trails that could be connected to the pedestrian network within the Town of Dillwyn.
MAP XVII

Sidewalks in the Town of Dillwyn
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C.
Community Facilities and Services

Introduction

Community facilities and services are made possible by individuals, families, businesses and industries working together to serve the Town of Dillwyn.  The provision of such facilities and services is usually determined by the tax income that can be obtained from local population and businesses.

The following inventory analysis summarizes those public resources for which the government of Dillwyn has primary responsibility and control.  However, it also considers other important resources and activities of other levels of government such as Federal and State agencies.  In addition, some private or quasi-public facilities such as educational institutions and some utility systems are important resources for the local community and must be taken into account when analyzing the full range of public resources available to the citizens of this locality.  

Administrative and Other Town Owned Facilities /Services
The Town of Dillwyn owns two (2) buildings located within the Town limits.

· Dillwyn Town Hall
The Dillwyn Town Hall was built between 1910 and 1920.  It houses the Town Office, and serves as the site for Dillwyn Town Council and other public meetings. This building originally housed First National Bank, and was later home to Buckingham County Bank then Virginia National Bank.  In 1965, Virginia National Bank gave the property to the Town.
· Old Town Jail

The Town’s Old Jail Building is located on Hancock Street.  It served as the jail for many years, when Dillwyn was served by a Town Sargeant.  Today, this building is used by the Town for storage. 
Other properties owned by the Town are:

· Pedestrian Plaza
Part of the Town of Dillwyn’s ongoing VDOT Enhancement Project, the Plaza – located on Main Street across from Dillwyn Pharmacy – includes a decorative street clock and will serve as a focal point for the Enhancement Project. This property was donated to the Town by a local resident in 2006.
· Ellis Acres Memorial Park
The site for the proposed Ellis Acres Memorial Park is located on Camden Street, which was the site of the first African American High School in Buckingham County, 1924-1953.  It was called the Buckingham Training School, later becoming Stephen J. Ellis Elementary School.

NOTE: The Town currently owns the land on which the proposed park is located.  Wilbert M. Dean, a former student of Buckingham Training School, is forming a 501 (c) organization to develop and maintain this park. The Town is working on an agreement to transfer the property to this group.  The agreement would include a clause to transfer ownership back to the Town should circumstances warrant.

Ellis Acres Memorial Park will be described in more detail later on in this section.
· Town Cemetery
The Town Cemetery is located off of Gold Mine Street.

· Other property

The Town owns two other properties.  They are: a lot on Hancock Street, in front of the Wastewater Treatment Plant; and a right-of-way from Rosney Road to the Wastewater Treatment Plant, which encompasses 16.27 acres.

Services provided by the Town include basic Town services – collection of Town taxes and fees, etc. – and County vehicle decals (which can be picked up at the Town Office).  In addition to those services, the Town maintains street lights and provides street-sweeping services on Main Street. 

Library
Located on Main Street in the Town of Dillwyn is the Buckingham Branch Library, part of the Central Virginia Regional Library System.  The library building and adjacent parking lot and grounds are owned by the Buckingham County Public Library Board.  The library is staffed by a branch manager and three (3) library assistants.  In addition, a number of volunteers help run the library’s many programs and services.

The library is open to the public six days a week.  Operating hours are: Monday through Thursday, 9:00 a.m. until 6:00 p.m.; and Friday and Saturday, 9:00 a.m. until 5:00 p.m.  
Among the programs offered at the library are Community Storytime (on Mondays, starting in September) and After School Programs (on Mondays and Wednesdays during the school year). Announcements of library programs are advertised in the Farmville Herald and on local radio stations.  
Education Facilities
The Town of Dillwyn is served by Buckingham County Public Schools. Approximately 2,065 students from the Town and County are enrolled in the following six (6) public schools in the County as of May 2008 (see TABLE XXXIV).
	
TABLE XXXIV


Buckingham County School System

May, 2008


	School
	No. of Grades
	Classrooms
	Enrollment (*)
	Mobile Classrooms

	Buckingham Primary
	Project 4 – 3rd 
	10
	175
	5

	Dillwyn Primary
	Project 4 – 3rd 
	15
	305
	10

	Dillwyn Elementary
	4th - 5th 
	15
	230
	3

	Gold Hill Elementary
	Project 4- 5th 
	17
	211
	3

	Buckingham Middle
	6th-8th 
	34
	447
	0

	Buckingham High (includes Voc. Center)
	9th-12th 
	30
	697
	0

	TOTAL
	
	121
	2,065
	21

	Source:  Buckingham County School Administration, May 2008


Students in the Town of Dillwyn, who attend public schools, go to Dillwyn Primary School, Dillwyn Elementary School, Buckingham Middle School, and Buckingham High School.

Buckingham County High School has career and technical education located in the adjacent Buckingham Vocational and Technical Center.  This Vocational and Technical center was opened in 1979.  

In 1993, Buckingham County High School was renovated.  These renovations included additional classrooms, a new gymnasium, new administrative offices, a new library, and a chemistry lab.  

In 2003, Buckingham County constructed a new Middle School, located on U.S. 60.  This building is approximately 100,000 square feet in size and has the capacity to hold up to 750 students.  The Middle School, divided into three (3) wings, houses the 6th, 7th and 8th grade students.  The building has one cafeteria which is open in nature. It also has one Gymnasium which serves all the students.  Other amenities include several science labs, a state of the art library, a stage, a band room, and several computer labs.  The new Middle School sits on 32 acres; however, the site does contain 3-4 acres of expansion area.  The site also contains a soccer field, softball field and baseball field.  

In 1999, the County Board of Supervisors and the School Board formed the Blue Ribbon Committee to study the school system’s space and maintenance needs. Appointments to this committee were evenly divided between the Board of Supervisors and the School Board, with each Board selecting two (2) citizens from the seven (7) magisterial districts, along with one (1) at large member.  These appointments resulted in a thirty (30) member commission, which had the responsibility to assist in the development of a completed school facility study and to make a recommendation on its findings.   A consultant was hired to review the entire school system, with regards to facilities and how education programs and minimum requirements were impacted by these existing facilities. 

The primary objective of this study involved three (3) major issues.  The first mission was to review, collect and tabulate specific capital needs of the existing seven (7) educational facilities (schools plus the vocational center).  Secondly, after review of the collected data, the Project Team was to provide options, along with associated costs, for future implementation of the documented needs.  Both of these objectives were the primary responsibility of the Project Team.  The third and final objective of this study was to provide a recommendation for each school facility and to prioritize the needs, in a manner which would create a master working plan for the coming years.  The responsibility for this phase of the study rested with the Blue Ribbon Committee, along with the assistance from the Project Team. Through this study it became readily evident that a major capital improvement program (whether construction of new facilities or renovations of existing facilities) is needed within the Buckingham County Public School System.  

Besides the Buckingham County Public School System, the County is also home to five (5) private schools.  These include:  1) New Dominion School (Grades 6-12) located outside the Town of Dillwyn; 2) Discovery School (Middle School and High School Credit – boys and girls separate residential campuses) located outside the Town of Dillwyn; 3) Calvary Christian School (Grades K-12) located in New Canton; 4) Integral Yoga School (Grade 2-6) located in Buckingham; and 5) Central Virginia Christian School (Grade K-5) located in Buckingham Courthouse Village.  Also available to students are Fuqua School, a private K-12 school located in the Town of Farmville (in neighboring Prince Edward County), and New Life Christian Academy, a private K-12 school located in southern Cumberland County just outside of Farmville.
Southside Virginia Community College (SVCC) is one (1) of twenty-three (23) colleges in the Virginia Community College System.  The John H. Daniel campus is located near Keysville and serves ten counties (including Buckingham) and one city, making it the largest community college service region in the state.  There are eight (8) Associate Degree programs and twelve (12) vocational programs from which to choose.  SVCC is accredited by the Commission on Colleges of the Southern Association of Colleges and Schools, and is approved by the State Department of Education for payment of veteran’s benefits.  Since early 2007, SVCC staff have been in discussions with officials from Buckingham County and the Town of Dillwyn regarding the possibility of placing a facility in the area.  Such a facility could house a regional program to train students for careers in health care. SVCC also offers GED and other evening classes at the Buckingham Vocational Center.  
Piedmont Virginia Community College (PVCC) in nearby Charlottesville offers a wide range of technical and liberal arts courses.  It serves Buckingham County also.  There are twelve (12) Associate Degree programs from which to choose.  PVCC is accredited by the Commission on Colleges of the Southern Association of Colleges and Schools.   

A little more than an hour drive from Dillwyn, Central Virginia Community College (CVCC) in Lynchburg offers associate degrees in more than 20 subject areas and diplomas or certificates in more than 30 others. CVCC is accredited by the Commission on Colleges of the Southern Association of Colleges and Schools.

Longwood University, in Farmville, is a four-year state school with majors in over 30 undergraduate and 13 graduate academic areas.  Known as the Farmville Female College in 1884, it was the first state institution of higher learning for women in the State of Virginia.  Longwood became fully coeducational in June 1976.  
Hampden-Sydney College, located about four miles south of Farmville in Prince Edward County, is a private men’s liberal arts school located in the community of Hampden-Sydney.  The College, which was founded in 1776, is affiliated with the Presbyterian Church.  It offers majors in 20 undergraduate academic areas.
Located approximately 40 miles from the intersection of U.S. Highway 15 and Virginia Primary Highway 20 in Charlottesville is the University of Virginia. The University of Virginia is made up of ten schools in Charlottesville, plus the College at Wise in southwest Virginia. The University of Virginia offers 51 bachelor's degrees in 47 fields, 83 master's degrees in 66 fields, six educational specialist degrees, two first-professional degrees (law and medicine), and 59 doctoral degrees in 58 fields. The University of Virginia remains the No. 2 best public university in the 2008 edition of the U.S. News and World Report rankings.
Located in Lynchburg, about 54 miles from the Town of Dillwyn, is Liberty University.  Founded in 1971 as Lynchburg Baptist College, and later known as Liberty Baptist College before changing to its current name in 1985, Liberty is a private Christian liberal arts university affiliated with the Baptist Church.  Liberty is ranked as a fourth tier institution in the Universities Masters (South) category by U.S. News and World Report.  The school offers majors in more than 40 undergraduate academic areas and more than 30 graduate areas (including law school).
Also located in Lynchburg are Lynchburg College, a private four-year college that offers majors, minors, and certificates in more than 50 undergraduate areas; and Randolph College, founded in the 1890s as Randolph-Macon Woman’s College (RMWC). RMWC was a female only college until July 2007, when it was renamed Randolph College so that it could admit male students. Randolph offers majors in 25 undergraduate areas.
Industrial Sites
The Buckingham County Industrial Shell Building is located on 164 Industrial Park Road, just south of U.S. 15/Virginia Primary Highway 20 and outside of the Town of Dillwyn’s western boundary.  This 20,000 square foot building is a high quality, pre-engineered metal building located in the Buckingham County Industrial Park.  The main building is approximately 16,000 square and the office space (which includes a break room, storage and electrical) is approximately 4,000 square feet.  Currently, the building is vacant.  
The Buckingham County Industrial Park was created by the County of Buckingham for business/industrial use in 1995. The Industrial Park covers approximately 130 acres of available industrial property. There is access to County water and sewer, and railroad accessibility in the Town of Dillwyn (Buckingham Branch Railroad).  The location of the Industrial Park is very accessible, being minutes away from U.S. 15, U.S. 60, and Route 20. From the U.S. 15 and Route 20 corridor, the park is less than a mile away. Industrial Park Road (or 802) and Main Street (1003) are paved, state maintained roads that allow for easy accessibility as these roads lie inside the Industrial Park. From this location, Lynchburg, Charlottesville, and Farmville are within an hour's drive. With this location, the park is a perfect place to locate an industry (see MAP XVIII on the next page). 

The Shell Building was built in 1998. Once housing M&B Headwear, (a hat manufacturing plant) the building is now available for occupancy. The building is connected to and utilizes County water and sewer. Currently, the building is for sale or lease.
MAP XVIII
Buckingham County Industrial Park
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Source:  Virginia Economic Development Partnership, VGIN aerial photo data
Specs/Information of the Shell Building:
· Total Size: 20,000 sq. ft.

· Manufacturing Space: 16,000 sq. ft. 

· Dimensions: 100 ft. x 200 ft. 

· Lot Size: 7.82 acres

· Bay Spacing: 80 ft. x 200 ft. 

· Floor: 5 in. concrete

· Ceiling Height: Interior eave height: 12 ft. Center ceiling height: 16 ft. 

· Roof: Metal with skylights

· Exterior Walls: Metal

· Loading Docks: North end of building has 2 8x10 loading docks. South end of building as wall-opening frame for 1 14x14 loading dock door.

· Lighting: Fluorescent 277

· Electrical: Three (3) phase 277 and 480 volts with transformer for 230 volts and 110-220 volt 1 phase. 

· Expansion: The building is designed to be used as two separate buildings or may be expanded to clientele specifications. 

· Building Access: State approved asphalt for heavy traffic.

· Insulation: R 19 walls and ceiling

· Ventilation: Fifty (50) tons heating and cooling in bay; ten (10) tons heating and cooling in office and cafeteria. 

· Construction: Building complies with the Uniform Statewide Building Code. Construction type shall be a minimum of 2C for moderate Hazard Factory Storage occupancies. 

· Fire Protection: Building has sprinklers for F1 occupancy. 

· Utilities: Public water and sewer.

· Plumbing: Ten (10) ambulatory restrooms and two handicapped accessible restrooms. 

· Railroad Access: Rail is available in the Town of Dillwyn (Buckingham Branch Railroad)

Healthcare Facilities

There are no hospitals in the Town of Dillwyn or Buckingham County.  However, Town and County residents are in close proximity to the following hospitals:  

· Centra Southside Community Hospital 

Southside Community Hospital, located in the Town of Farmville, has been the healthcare center of Southside Virginia since opening its doors as a non-profit hospital on November 9, 1927. The hospital serves the residents of Amelia, Appomattox, Buckingham, Charlotte, Cumberland, Lunenburg, Nottoway, and Prince Edward Counties. In 2006, Southside Community Hospital joined Centra Health, which is a not-for profit health system created in 1987 with the merger of Lynchburg General Hospital and Virginia Baptist Hospital.  Centra Southside Community Hospital is a 116-bed full service acute care facility.  
· University of Virginia Medical Center
The University of Virginia Medical Center is located in Charlottesville.  It is a nationally renowned academic medical center committed to providing outstanding patient care, educating tomorrow's health care leaders, and discovering new and better ways to treat diseases. The Medical Center was named one of the nation's Top 100 Hospitals for the seventh year in a row, according to a study of 5,600 hospitals.
· Martha Jefferson Hospital
The Martha Jefferson Hospital is located in Charlottesville. Major services include a Cancer Care Center, Digestive Care Center, Cardiology Care Center, and Orthopedics including Spine Surgery & Joint Replacement Surgery, Thoracic Surgery, Vascular Medicine & Surgery, and a Women's Health Center.  Martha Jefferson Hospital is a 176-bed full service facility.  
· CJW Medical Center (Chippenham and Johnston Willis)
The CJW Medical Center is located in Richmond.  This Medical Center includes Chippenham Campus and the Johnston Willis Campus.  Medical services at the CJW Medical Center include cardiac care, diabetes care, emergency care, oncology, orthopedics, obstetrics, pediatrics, psychiatric care, pulmonary care, rehabilitation, sports medicine, and women’s services.  
· Lynchburg General Hospital 

Lynchburg General Hospital, located in Lynchburg, is a 270-bed emergency and critical care center specializing in cardiology, emergency medicine, orthopedics, neurology, and neurosurgery. LGH is recognized nationally for its orthopedic and cardiac programs.  Lynchburg General is a 2000, 2003, 2005, and 2006-2007 Solucient 100 Top Cardiovascular Hospital.
· Virginia Baptist Hospital 
Virginia Baptist Hospital, located in Lynchburg, is a 317 licensed bed facility serving Central Virginia with quality health care for the whole family. It is the regional hospital for cancer care, women's and children's care, mental health and chemical dependency treatment, outpatient surgery, physical rehabilitation, and home health.

· Piedmont Geriatric Hospital

Piedmont Geriatric Hospital (PGH), located between Burkeville and Crewe in western Nottoway County, is a 135-bed geropsychiatric hospital, operated by the Virginia Department of Mental Health’s Mental Retardation and Substance Abuse Services division. PGH is the only Virginia state facility that exclusively treats elderly persons (aged 65 or older) who need inpatient treatment for mental illness and do not have a medical condition that requires priority treatment in an acute care hospital.
Located in New Canton is the Central Virginia Community Health Center, a division of Central Virginia Health Services, Inc.  This facility provides comprehensive medical care for the residents of the Town of Dillwyn and Buckingham County, and some residents from the surrounding areas on an outpatient basis.  Consisting of 19,000 square feet, the Central Virginia Community Health Center contains a total of 28 exam rooms and 2 trauma/procedure rooms.   Currently, on staff, are the following: (1) Pediatric Nurse Practitioner, (5) Internal Medicine Doctors, (1) General Practice Doctor, (1) Psychologist, (1) Child Psychologist, (1) Pediatrician and a Dental Department.  An on-call physician is available during the hours the Medical Center is not open.  Most major insurance plans, including Medicare and Medicaid are accepted at the facility.   The facility offers a sliding fee (discount) for those who need it.  

Located in the Town of Dillwyn is Buckingham Family Medicine.  This facility provides general medical care for the residents of Dillwyn and Buckingham County.  Consisting of approximately 4,000 square feet, Buckingham Family Medicine contains a total 5 exam rooms and 1 procedure room.  Currently, on staff, are the following: (1) General Practice Doctor, (1) Internal Medicine Doctor, and (1) Nurse Practitioner.  The facility serves as a satellite facility with Martha Jefferson Hospital located in Charlottesville.    

Buckingham County has two (2) licensed dentists. The Town of Dillwyn has one (1) pharmacy, and one physical therapy business. There is a chiropractic business located in Arvonia, in the northern part of Buckingham County.  
The Buckingham County Health Department is located in the Buckingham County Administration Building.  Its services include maternity, pediatrics, family health care, WIC services, sanitarium and vital statistics units, home health services, Medicaid screenings and school programs.
In addition, this part of Virginia is served by Hospice of the Piedmont.  Located in Charlotesville, they provide care for terminally ill patients and their families throughout Central Virginia.  Hospice staff, with the help of trained volunteers, provide comfort and supportive care for their patients. Hospice of Virginia, which has a facility in Farmville, also serves this area.
Nursing Homes 

There is one (1) nursing home located in the Town of Dillwyn. Heritage Hall Dillwyn is a state certified/licensed nursing home, which has a total of 60 beds.  Onsite services provided by Heritage Hall Dillwyn include the following: daily activities, dietary services, housekeeping services, mental health services, nursing services, occupational therapy services, physical therapy services, physician services, podiatry services, social work services, and speech/language pathology services.  Off site services include the following:  storage of blood services, clinical laboratory services, dental services, physician services, and diagnostic x-ray services.       

Religious Facilities
There are three churches of various denominations within the Town of Dillwyn, and approximately 70 in the area. In addition, the James River Baptist Association office is located on Main Street in the Town of Dillwyn.
Water Service

The Town of Dillwyn is served by Buckingham County’s public water system. In addition to Town residents, the system also serves a small portion of the County outside of the Town. (See MAP XIX on next page).  

The total number of customers currently on the Buckingham County Water System is 399, plus the Buckingham Correctional Center and the Dillwyn Correctional Center.  The total population served is 5,159.   

MAP XIX
Buckingham County Water/Sewer System
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The water source is the Troublesome Creek Reservoir, with a surface area of 58 acres.

The Buckingham County Water Plant was constructed in 1981-1982.  It was upgraded in 1999.  The average flow of the existing water plant is 310,000 gallons per day (gpd).  

To meet new EPA regulations and to prepare for future growth, the County is in the process of designing a new water treatment facility. The new plant will be designed to produce 1.1 million gallons in a 16-hour day.  Along with the new plant, there will be modifications to the reservoir and the raw water pump station.  

Currently, there are no plans in the future for the extension of public water into the un-served areas of the County.  

Sewer Service
The Town of Dillwyn, along with a small portion of County, is serviced by the County’s public sewer system (see MAP XIX on previous page).  

The total number of customers currently on the Buckingham County Sewer System is 215.  The total population served is 2,118.   

The Buckingham County Sewer Plant was constructed in 1994.  No improvements have been made to the facility since construction.  The type of treatment plant is an Extended Air Activated Sludge, with a capacity of 100,000 gpd.  The plant discharge is into an unknown tributary of the Whispering Creek.  The average flow is 65,000 gpd.  

The County is in the process of completing a study to upgrade the facility.  They are also in the final stages of design to replace or repair all of the collection system, which will correct the inflow and infiltration problems.  

Currently, there are no plans in the future for the extension of public sewer into the un-served areas of the County.  

Natural Gas/Fuel Sources

A natural gas pipeline (Transcontinental Pipeline) runs through Buckingham County outside the Town of Dillwyn; however, there is no distribution of natural gas in the Town or County.  Tapping into the existing lines would include a large capital investment including the provision of a facility to tap into and the cost of the lines to the desired site.  Nearest areas to the Town of Dillwyn and Buckingham County having natural gas distribution includes the Town of Scottsville in neighboring Albemarle County and the Cities of Lynchburg and Richmond.  

Colonial Pipeline has a fuel distribution line which runs through Buckingham County.  However, this is not located in close proximity to the Town of Dillwyn.
Solid Waste Collection/Landfill
The County of Buckingham collects its own residential solid waste from 10 sites (plus the County Administration Building and all the County Schools).  The County has five (5) Solid Waste Site/Recycling Centers located within its boundaries, plus a small number of unmanned dumpster sites.
The Buckingham County-Dillwyn Recycling Center is located just south of the Town. It is open all week, year round from 6:00 a.m. until 7:00 p.m., and monitored by Solid Waste Personnel on Site (See Map XX).  Until recently, public (unmanned) dumpsters were located within the Town on Camden Street – at the site of the planned Ellis Acres Memorial Park. Those dumpsters were removed in August 2008.
The others Solid Waste Site/Recycling Centers in the County are located on Route 655, Route 600, Route 56, and U.S. 15 in Arvonia.  Waste is collected from all of the sites and transported to the Prince Edward County Landfill.  The County owns a total of four (4) Solid Waste Trucks.  The County will be getting a 5th truck in the very near future.

MAP XX
Solid Waste Collection Sites

Town of Dillwyn and the Surrounding Area
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Businesses located in the Town and County must have their own solid waste container.  Contractors either have to have a roll-off or take it to a landfill themselves.  If a business asks the County to take their waste, weight tickets need to be presented.  

Buckingham County owns a closed landfill called “Love’s Site”, which is listed on the Superfund National Priorities List for Virginia sites.  The site was acquired by the County for the express purpose of preventing further hazardous material disposal, and was immediately closed by the County in accordance with Federal and State law.  The site is located on Route 640 (Andersonville Road).  
The Town of Dillwyn is covered by the Buckingham County/Town of Dillwyn Solid Waste Management Plan, revised January 5, 2009.  The purpose of this revised Solid Waste Management Plan is for Buckingham County and the Town of Dillwyn to meet the requirements of 9VAC20-130-10 et seq., which are the Regulations for Solid Waste Management Planning, Amendment 1, and effective August 1, 2001.  The Plan outlines the long-term strategy and goals set by Buckingham County and the Town of Dillwyn concerning solid waste management. 
The Plan presents a schedule for implementing a public information program, investigating expanding the current recycling efforts, and consolidating the existing Solid Waste Satellite Sites into solid waste & recycling sites.  
Law Enforcement and Public Safety
Police service is provided to residents of the Town of Dillwyn by the Buckingham County Sheriff’s Office and the Virginia State Police.  The County’s Sheriff’s office is located in the lower level of the Buckingham County Courthouse Complex.  The Sheriff’s Department primary responsibilities include property protection, basic complaints and handling civil papers.  In addition to these responsibilities, it also provides protection for the County court system.  County law enforcement is provided by a sheriff, 16 full-time deputies (not including the Sheriff), 1 part-time deputy, 6 full-time (includes Supervisor) and 3 part-time dispatchers.  County deputies are trained at the Central Virginia Criminal Justice Training Center, located in Amherst.  At least two (2) officers are on duty at all times and all are on 24-hour call.  The Sheriff’s Department has a total of 18 vehicles.  Other equipment includes two 4-wheelers.  
The Virginia State Police have primary responsibility over traffic investigations.  In addition, the State Police will respond to calls for assistance.  Prisoners are transported to the Piedmont Regional Jail, in the Town of Farmville, for detention.  

For better services, Buckingham County has established an emergency number (911), which can be accessed by citizens 24 hours a day.  The County began the implementation of its Emergency 911 System in August 2006.  Residents can dial 911 to report a police, fire, or medical emergency.  Dispatchers at the Sheriff’s office are connected to verify their location and to obtain information on the emergency.  All roads within the Town and County have a road marker.  All houses are identified with a house marker.   

Buckingham County is also home to two (2) State Correctional Facilities – Buckingham Correctional Center and the Dillwyn Correctional Center.  The Buckingham Correctional Center has been in operation since the early 1980’s  This facility is a medium security correction center located on approximately 1,000 acres north of Dillwyn at the intersection of Route 20 and 699 (Prison Road).  The Dillwyn Correctional Center is located adjacent to the Buckingham Correctional Center.  The Dillwyn Correctional Center was put into operation in Mid-1993.  Instead of cell blocks and tiers, the Dillwyn Correctional Center houses inmates in dormitories.  The facility consists of six large buildings, each divided into two separate residential units.  Inmates sent to Dillwyn Correctional Center are classified as A and B inmates: an A inmate is considered to need minimum security, a B medium security.  
Social Services

Buckingham County has a Department of Social Services staffed with a Director, Social Workers and Eligibility Workers that serve the Town of Dillwyn and Buckingham County.  The Buckingham County Department of Social Services offers various programs and services to promote temporary self-reliance and protection for its residents.  These services and programs include food assistance programs, energy assistance programs, medical assistance programs, employment training programs, adult services, newcomer services, employment services, child day care services, child protection services and foster care and adoption services.  
Fire Department
Fire protection for residents in the Town of Dillwyn and Buckingham County is provided by volunteer fire departments.  These fire departments own their buildings.  Buckingham County has four (4) volunteer fire companies.  They include Dillwyn (approximately 50 members), Arvonia (approximately 20-25 members), Glenmore (approximately 20-25 members), and Toga (approximately 40 members).
Equipment located at each of the volunteer fire companies includes tankers, engines, and crash and brush trucks. All training is done in house for the volunteers.  Currently, a Burn Building is being built on County property to enhance the training capabilities for each of the volunteer fire companies.

The Town is served by the Dillwyn Volunteer Fire Department. However, the County’s other fire departments are available to provide assistance as needed. The County’s fire departments also have Mutual Aid Agreements with Fluvanna, Cumberland, Nelson and Prince Edward Counties, as well as the Town of Scottsville in neighboring Albemarle County.  

Rescue Squad
Emergency Rescue Squad services are provided to residents in the Town of Dillwyn by Buckingham County. The Buckingham County Voluntary Rescue Squad is located on Route 750 (Wingo Road), just south of Dillwyn, and has approximately 25 members. The Rescue Squad has two satellite stations. They are in Arvonia (approximately 12 members), and Glenmore (approximately 3 members). 

Furthermore, the community of Yogaville has a first responder unit with about 10 members.  They currently run from the Glenmore satellite station.  

Personnel and vehicles located at these sites include the following:

· 2 EMT- Paramedic

· 4 EMT – Cardiac

· 32 EMT – Basic
· 1 ALS (Advanced Life Support) equipped squad in Arvonia and Glenmore Stations

· 3 ALS (Advanced Life Support) equipped squads in Dillwyn Station

· 1 First Responder Car in Yogaville
Training classes are held at the Buckingham County Voluntary Rescue Squad building, with monthly drills in each station and classes offered at the University of Virginia (UVA).

On various occasions, rescue squads assist one another where needed. Mutual Aid Agreements currently exist with Cumberland and Fluvanna Counties, as well as the Town of Scottsville in neighboring Albemarle County.  A few county squads have run a few calls into Nelson, Appomattox and Prince Edward Counties.  There is no Mutual Aid Agreement; however, this does fall under the statewide agreement for Nelson, Appomattox and Prince Edward Counties.  
Communications
Embarq, formerly known as Sprint, is a major telephone provider in the Town of Dillwyn and Buckingham County as well as the surrounding area. There are three switch offices in the County and the nearest business and regional office is located in the Town of Farmville (in neighboring Prince Edward County). There are a variety of other telephone providers in the area: Budget Phone, CCI, ITC, DeltaCom, and Reconex. 
The following are the major long distance providers in Dillwyn and Buckingham County:
· AT&T

· MCI/WorldCom

· Embarq

There are currently ten (10) wireless communication facilities in Buckingham County – one of which is located just north of the Town of Dillwyn – with two (2) cell phone providers (see MAP XXI on next page):
· ALLTEL
· US Cellular
There are no radio stations within the Town of Dillwyn, but there are many quality radio stations in and outside of Buckingham County:

FM Stations
WFLO (95.7 FM) Adult Contemporary
WVHL (92.9 FM) Country
WBNN (105.3 FM) Country (located just north of the Town of Dillwyn)
WXJK (101.3 FM) Rock
WVTW (88.5 FM) Public Radio

AM Stations
WFLO (870 AM) County & Gospel
WPAK (1490 AM) Christian/Religious

MAP XXI
Wireless Communication Facilities In and Around Dillwyn
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Dillwyn residents have access to several local newspapers that have received numerous awards:

The Farmville Herald 
The Buckingham Beacon
The Cumberland Bulletin
The (Charlottesville) Daily Progress
The Richmond Times-Dispatch
The Free News
The Informant
Although there are no television stations based out of Dillwyn or Buckingham County, residents are able to pick up the following television stations:

WSET ABC 13 (Lynchburg)
WVIR NBC 29 (Charlottesville)
WCAV CBS 19 (Charlottesville)
WVAW ABC 16 (Charlottesville)

WHTJ PBS 41 (Charlottesville)
WRLH FOX 35 (Richmond)
WWBT NBC 12 (Richmond)
WRIC ABC 8 (Richmond)
WTVR CBS 6 (Richmond)
WCVE PBS 23 (Richmond)
DirecTV , Dish Network, and Comcast provide satellite and cable television.

Electric Services/Power Plants
Electricity is supplied to residents of the Town of Dillwyn by Dominion Virginia Power.  Dominion Virginia Power serves the eastern part of Buckingham County.  

In June 2001, the County of Buckingham approved a special use permit for Tenaska, Inc. for the construction of a 900-megawatt natural gas-fueled power plant to be located in the northern part of the County.  The cost of the gas-fired power plant project is estimated at more than $250 million.  
In January 2003, the State Corporation Commission (SCC) approved the building of Tenaska’s electric generation plant in Buckingham County.  However, construction has not begun on the facility.  According to Tenaska, market and economic conditions were a factor in delaying construction of the plant.  

In December 2007, Dominion Virginia Power purchased the Tenaska Power Station Development Project in Buckingham.  According to Dominion Virginia Power, the station will generate about 600 megawatts of electricity when completed.  The 35-acre project is part of a 665-acre parcel in Buckingham County and already has air and water permits for a combined-cycle, natural gas-fired power station.  Dominion plans to build a 2-on-1 unit, in which two gas turbines generate electricity and exhaust heat produces steam to generate additional electricity.  

The development project is located about 1.5 miles southeast of New Canton, near Route 670 and across the James River from Dominion’s existing coal-fired Bremo Power Station.  The project is expected to generate 300 construction jobs.  The station will employ 20 people full-time once it is built.  

Telecommunications 
Within any community, access to fiber optics is extremely important.  The unprecedented growth in telecommunications capacity and in telecommunication applications has changed the way all persons and businesses function.  Due to the rural nature and limited tax base of both Dillwyn and Buckingham County, neither locality has the resources to provide this costly infrastructure.  
In May, 2004, U.S. Senator George Allen (R-VA), along with Senator John Warner (R-VA), Congressman Virgil Goode (R-5th) and Congressman Randy Forbes (R-4th), 
announced that a $4,000,000 federal matching grant was approved for the Southside Broadband Initiative by the U.S. Department of Commerce Economic Development Administration (EDA).  The Mid-Atlantic Broadband Cooperative, a non-profit entity formed to deploy broadband services such as high-speed Internet in Southside Virginia.  These funds were matched with a $4,000,000 grant awarded by the Virginia Tobacco Indemnification and Community Revitalization Commission to build an open access 144 strand fiber optic backbone which extends over 300 miles and served currently 356 businesses, commercial, community colleges and industrial parks in Southside Virginia.  The Buckingham County Industrial Park is one of those parks that are served by this regional backbone (see MAP XXII on next page).  The park is located adjacent to Dillwyn’s southern Town Limits.
There are a number of Internet service providers for residents of the Town of Dillwyn to choose from. They include Moonstar, Kinex, Embarq, Ceva, and Ntelos

MAP XXII
Mid-Atlantic Cooperative Network Map
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http://www.mbc-va.com/networkCVA.php
Recreation


General Recreation

Town of Dillwyn residents can participate in local sports through the Buckingham County Recreational Department and the Buckingham County Youth League.  Additional programs are also offered through the public school systems.  

The Buckingham County Recreational Department has one (1) full-time Recreational Director and one part-time Recreation Assistant.  The Department offers a broad range of recreational opportunities for all ages.  They include the following:

· Men’s Softball (16 & Above)
· Co-Ed Softball (16 & Above)
· Step/Dance Team (11 to 18 Girls)
· Ballroom Dance-Adult (Adult Men & Women)
· Ballroom Dance-Middle School (10 to 14 Co-Ed)
· Gymnastics (3 to 12 Co-Ed)
· Karate (4 to Adult Co-Ed)
· Karate Aerobics (Any Age Co-Ed)
· Soccer (5 to 17 Co-Ed)
· Volleyball (16 & Above Co-Ed)
· Yoga (Any Age Co-Ed)
· Art-Drawing (7 & Above Co-Ed)
· Knitting (7 & Above Co-Ed)
· Golf Clinic (6 to 17 Co-Ed)
· Girls Tennis Clinic (9 to 18 Girls)
· Crocheting (10 & Above Co-Ed)
· Scrapbook Making (10 & Above Co-Ed)
· Men’s Basketball (18 & Above Men)
· Adult Golf Lessons (16 & Above Co-Ed)
· Basketball Camp (8 to 14 Co-Ed)
· Soccer Camp (5 to 17 Co-Ed)
· Football Camp (7 to 18 Boys)
· Junior Golf Tournament (6 to 17 Co-Ed)
· Self-Defense Class (18 & Above Women)
· Soccer Coaching Clinic (18 & Above Co-Ed)
The Buckingham County Youth League is operated by volunteers.  The Youth League offers a broad range of recreation opportunities including the following:  baseball/softball (ages 6-19); football (ages 8-14); and cheerleading (ages 6-14).  It also offers girls and boys basketball for ages 7-14.  Most of the outdoor events are held at the Gene Dixon Memorial Park, located on Road 797 (Cotton Alley Road).  The 22-acre Park has two (2) baseball/softball fields, 1 football field, tennis courts, and a concession stand.  A pond is also located on the property that is available for public fishing.  
Other recreational facilities include a County Pavilion and a Community Playground (located across the road from the Industrial Park, just outside the Town of Dillwyn).  The playground and pavilion are available for picnics, birthday parties and meetings.  
In addition to these facilities, there is a baseball/softball field located in Arvonia (which can be used for ball practice and other activities), a volleyball court beside the Agricultural Center in the Buckingham Courthouse Village for public use, and numerous public facilities/fields located at the school facilities.
Ellis Acres Memorial Park
Located in the Town of Dillwyn is the site of the proposed Ellis Acres Memorial Park.  The proposed Park would be on the grounds of the Buckingham Training School on Camden Street, which was the site of the first African American High School in Buckingham County, 1924-1953.  It was called the Buckingham Training School, then later becoming Stephen J. Ellis Elementary School.

The land is owned by the Town and is being developed by a committee headed by Wilbert M. Dean, a former student of Buckingham Training School.  He has formed a 501 (c)(3) organization to develop and maintain this park.  The Town is working on an agreement to transfer the property to this group.  The agreement would include a clause to transfer ownership back to the Town should circumstances warrant.

The history of the site is reflected in the design and offers education as well as fitness opportunities for all visitors.  The memorial structure will be constructed over the footprint of the training school building.  It will consist of an enclosed area with patio wings to accommodate large attendance overflow.  The memorial structure will be an ideal setting for meeting space for public gatherings, assembly center for senior citizens, and entertainment events.  Immediately behind it will be the community building that will consist of several varying sized multiple purpose rooms that may be used for at-risk-youth development, self-esteem enhancement, career options expansions, skill training in construction and shop tools, education in state and local history, substance abuse and kitchen facilities.  
The grounds will have family size picnic pavilions among the large mature hardwood trees and landscape designed to blend with natural outdoors decorum and offer some degree of privacy.  The play grounds for tots and children will offer learning, entertainment and fitness features.  The recreation space will contain small area sports such as basketball, tennis and a skate park.  The park will be connected with a network of walking and jogging trails.  The park will be configured to blend into the flow of activity and development in the community.
The park progress is posted on the web page: www.dillwynva.org/ellisacrespark.html.   
 
The Park’s Conceptual Design/Layout Plan can be seen in FIGURE II on the next page.  

FIGURE II
Ellis Acres Memorial Park

Conceptual Design/Layout
[image: image28.emf]
Source: Community Design Assistance Center

Town of Dillwyn Web Site: www.dillwynva.org/ellisacrespark.html
State Forests and Parks
State Forests pay an important role in meeting education and recreational needs of a community.  They are managed for multi purposes including water shed protection, recreation, timber production, applied forest research programs, and wildlife and fisheries managements.  

Buckingham-Appomattox State Forest/Holliday Lake State Park

A portion of the Buckingham-Appomattox State Forest is located in the south-central part of Buckingham County, southwest of the Town of Dillwyn.  Deep in the heart of the Appomattox-Buckingham State Forest is Holliday Lake State Park. Fishing for largemouth bass, crappie and bluegill is a popular activity in the 150-acre lake within the park. The nearby state Department of Game and Inland Fisheries delayed-harvest trout stream allows anglers to fish for brown and rainbow trout. The park also features excellent trails open to hikers, bikers and equestrians. Swimming is a popular summer activity at the park's life-guarded beach. Park facilities include a 30-site campground, a large shaded picnic area, two picnic shelters, two playgrounds, a boat ramp, a seasonal full-service concession stand and camp store, and canoe, rowboat and paddle boat rentals. Interpretive and environmental education programs also are available for school and scout groups. 
In 2000, the Virginia General Assembly completed a study state wide to identify a place to train foresters, biologists, and habitat ecologists. While no funds have been provided, the study determined that creating a natural resources and law-enforcement training center at Holliday Lake was feasible.  
James River State Park

In 1999, a grand opening was held for the James River State Park located in Buckingham County, west/northwest of the Town of Dillwyn.  James River State Park is one of the state's newest parks. The new park, locate six miles downriver from Bent Creek in Buckingham County features 3 miles of river frontage along the James River and 1,500 acres of rolling farm meadows and forests.  

The park has three campgrounds. Two of them, Branch Pond and Canoe Landing, are open year-round for primitive camping. There are restrooms in picnic areas for primitive campers. There's no water in the primitive campgrounds, but potable water is available at five of six picnic shelters. Canoe Landing is the only campground on the river. The Red Oak Campground has sites with water and electricity as well as a full service bathhouse. The campground, which is about 1.5 miles from the primitive campgrounds, is open annually during regular camping season from March 1 to first Monday in December.

Wildlife Management Areas
Conservation areas are selected areas that should be conserved and managed wisely because of their important environmental characteristics.  The Virginia Department of Game and Inland Fisheries have one (1) designated Wildlife Management Area in Buckingham County – Horsepen Lake Management Area, located southwest of the Town of Dillwyn (Note: A portion of Featherfin Wildlife Management Area is located in Buckingham County – see description below)

Horsepen Lake Management Area

The Horsepen Lake Management Area is located on approximately 3,065 acres in Buckingham County. It is situated on the southeastern part of the Slate River drainage at an elevation of about 500 feet above sea level.  The area supports extensive pine and hardwood forests.  The hardwoods include a mixture of mature oaks and hickory.  Bottomland hardwoods round out the timber types in the area.  Also located within this area is an 18-acre lake called Horsepen Lake.  A dam formed Horsepen Lake across Horsepen Creek.  Principal game species located at Horsepen include deer, turkey, squirrel, rabbit, and quail.  Horsepen Lake offers fishing for largemouth bass, black crappies, bluegill, pumpkinseed and redear sunfish.  Additionally, channel catfish and northern pike have been stocked.  Habitat management involves the development of annual and perennial plantings for wildlife species in conjunction with an active forest management program.  

In addition to this wildlife management area, it should be noted that several private companies allow public hunting on their lands through agreements with the Virginia Department of Game and Inland Fisheries.  

Featherfin Wildlife Management Area

Featherfin Wildlife Management Area covers nearly 2,800 acres in Prince Edward, Appomattox and Buckingham Counties.  Numerous forested ridges and small drainage merge with the Appomattox River along Featherfin’s 10 miles of river frontage.  These forest habitats include both hardwood and pine stands.  Many hardwood stands were selectively harvested over the past 30 to 40 years, but mature hardwoods exist throughout much of the area.  Most of the pine forests are composed of various aged loblolly pine stands planted on old farm fields as they were taken out of agricultural production.  Diverse wetland habitats border the Appomattox River, including approximately 125 acres of low ground fields in the central part of the area.  Featherfin’s extensive pine and hardwood ridges provide abundant habitat for all of the forest game species found in Virginia’s Piedmont.  Deer, turkey, and squirrel hunting can be very productive.  In recent years, black bears also have become more common in the area, and occasional sightings by hunters have been reported.  With its diverse forests, grasslands, and wetland habitats, Featherfin is also an excellent place to view a wide variety of bird and other wildlife species.  
Pedestrian Trails
Besides the various trails available in the State Parks, Buckingham County does have a unique trail running in its area – the Virginia Birding and Wildlife Trail.  

Virginia Birding and Wildlife Trail

Within Virginia's 43,000 square miles of diverse natural habitat, you can find some 400 species of birds, 250 species of fish, 150 species of terrestrial and marine animals, 150 species of amphibians and reptiles, and a wide variety of aquatic and terrestrial invertebrates. The Virginia Birding and Wildlife Trail celebrates this diversity. In fact, it is the first statewide program of its kind in the United States. In Virginia, three phases of the trail link wildlife viewing sites throughout the state.  Portions of the Piedmont Trail link run in Buckingham County – James River Loop and the Appomattox Court House Loop. The Appomattox Courthouse Loop runs from the Village of Buckingham Court House, located less than 6 miles from the Town of Dillwyn, to the Town of Appomattox. (See MAPS XXIII and XXIV on the following pages).
There are currently no walking trails within the Town of Dillwyn. However, the planned Ellis Acres Memorial Park on Camden Street would connect to a series of walking and jogging trails.

MAP XXIII
Virginia Birding and Wildlife Trail
James River Loop
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Source: Virginia Depart of Game & Inland Fisheries Website, 2007
http://www.dgif.state.va.us/vbwt/loop.asp?trail=3&loop=PJR
MAP XXIV
Virginia Birding and Wildlife Trail
Appomattox Court House Loop


Source: Virginia Department of Game & Inland Fisheries Website, 2007
http://www.dgif.state.va.us/vbwt/loop.asp?trail=3&loop=PAP
Other Recreational Facilities

In addition, there are a number of privately owned recreational sites and facilities within Buckingham County. They include:
· An RV Park planned for a site on Route 743, off of Route 610 in the Gold Hill area. The site, when completed, would include up to 100 RV sites and 30 rustic cabin units. Activities and amenities planned for the RV Park would include wagon rides, planting and harvesting operations, educational workshops, nature trails and fishing ponds.
· ZwackerZ Paintball, a paintball field located off of Route 20 near Route 699 and the entrance to the prisons. This facility offers both indoor and outdoor paintball fields, including speedball fields and a hostage rescue/S.W.A.T. barn. More information can be found online at http://www.zwackerz.com/.
· Actiontown USA, a motocross park located off of Route 20 about two miles north of the intersection with U.S. 15. Located there is the oldest motocross track in the state. The facility hosts racing events throughout the year, including ATV and MX races. More information about Actiontown can be found on the Internet by going to http://www.birchcreekmotorsports.com/ and clicking on the links for “Actiontown,” located on the left side of the screen. 
Civic Organizations 

The Town of Dillwyn and Buckingham County are served by many civic clubs and organizations for children and adults. Some, but not all, are listed below: 

· 4-H Club 

· American Legion 

· Arts Council 

· After-Prom Committee 

· Boy Scouts 

· Brownies 

· Cub Scouts 

· Chamber of Commerce 

· Democratic Committee (Buckingham County) 

· Friends of the Library 

· Garden Club 

· Girl Scouts 

· Jaycees 

· Lions Club 

· Masons 

· Moose Lodge 
· Republican Committee (Buckingham County) 

· Rotary Club 

· Ruritan Club 

· Teen Wings (a teen committee) 

· VFW 

· Woman’s Club 
· Yogaville Community Association

Festivals/Community Events
Each year, in December, the Town of Dillwyn hosts a Christmas Parade which various local and state officials participate in. 

Each year, the Lions Club hosts Buckingham County Day.  Since its inception by the Lions Club in 1975, Buckingham County Day has become an annual celebration of the county and its people.  It is a day that honors the volunteer firefighters and emergency medical personnel who serve with the Buckingham County Volunteer Fire Departments and Buckingham County Volunteer Rescue Squad.  Proceeds stay in the Buckingham Community and benefit the fire departments and rescue squad as well as sight-related and service projects of the Buckingham County Lions Club.  Currently, the festival is held next to Buckingham Primary School – which is located approximately 2-3 miles from the Town of Dillwyn.
Buckingham Branch Railroad (located in the Town of Dillwyn), through the Old Dominion Chapter of the National Railroad Historical Society Inc., offers train rides at various times of the year.  The rides are held usually May - June, October and December. 
The Buckingham Chamber of Commerce, Buckingham's premiere business organization currently offers annual events such as Holiday House Tour, Garden Tour, Spring Fling, Buckingham's Best Grandparents Contest, and Community Pride, Volunteer of the Year & Lifetime Achievement Awards. The chamber sponsors the Farmer's Market and is partnered with Historic Buckingham and the Buckingham-Dillwyn Garden Club. 
Also, the Town of Scottsville, in neighboring Albemarle County, holds the Scottsville Bluegrass Festival on the shores of the James River.  Additionally, the Batteu Festival is held along the James River each year.  
Commerce
Dillwyn is the current center of commerce for Buckingham County.  It is currently served with both public water and sewer infrastructure.  Businesses within the Town include a grocery store, hardware stores, general merchandise stores, a convenience store, Virginia ABC Store and various service related businesses (insurance, attorneys, auto sales/repair, medical, food, lumber, gas/oil, banking, real estate, farm supply, a beauty salon, a barber shop, and restaurants).  
With the extension of public water and sewer service south of the Town of Dillwyn following U.S. Highway 15 toward Sprouses’ Corner, the County also has additional concentrated commerce along the corridor.  Businesses along the U.S. Highway 15 South Corridor, up to Sprouses Corner include another grocery store, hardware store, auto parts store, general merchandise stores, convenience stores, and various service related businesses (dental, restaurant, auto sales/repair, tires/towing, real estate, manufactured homes, banking, exercise).  

Residents also travel to the Town of Farmville in neighboring Prince Edward County to do their shopping for goods and services.  Because of the strategic location of the Town of Dillwyn, the City of Richmond, the City of Lynchburg and the City of Charlottesville are also popular destinations for residents when shopping for goods and services.  
D.
Historical Sites
Introduction
A number of historic sites exist throughout the Town of Dillwyn.  Local residents are working to have some of these sites placed on the Virginia Landmarks Register and National Register of Historic Places.  The preservation of historic sites within a locality should be of concern to a local jurisdiction.  Through the preservation of areas that have played a significant role in the early development of the locality, state, or nation, present and future generations will be able to visualize and respect the events of the past.  If not identified and preserved, historic sites soon are lost to posterity.  These sites are assets to the Town.  Through the enhancement of these assets comes tourism, which spurs economic development. 

A location map of various sites can be seen on MAP XXV, which is on the next page.
MAP XXV
Town of Dillwyn Local Historical Sites
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Map created by CRC – June 2008

Sources – Virginia Dept. of Historic Resources, Town of Dillwyn
Local Historical Sites (refer to numbers on map above to match site with location):

· (1) Town Hall – Built between 1910 and 1920, this building housed a number of different banks until it was donated to the Town in 1965.


· (2) Buildings on Main Street, from the north side of Town Hall to the Drug Store – The Drug Store, located at the corner of Main and Connor Streets, was the original location of Gilliam Motor Company – the local Ford dealership.  Before that, it was Rooks Motor Company. The Dillwyn Post Office was, at one time, located on this block of Main Street.  The Drug Store was, at one time, located in the building next to its current location. The existing buildings were built to replace the original structures, which were destroyed in the 1923 fire.
· (3) Buildings on Main Street, from Staton Insurance to Fisher Auto Parts –The Fisher Auto Parts location was Davis Motor Company for many years, and A.M. “Sox” Anderson operated a car dealership there for some time as well.  That site also housed Buckingham Farm Supply at one time.  Seay Milling was also located in this block at one time. The original buildings were destroyed in the 1923 fire, and the existing structures were built to replace them.  

· (4) Town Jail Site – The existing jail was located at this site on Hancock Street. The old jail building was located below the existing jail building.

· (5) H.M. White House – This house, on Hancock Street, was once the home of H.M. White, one of Dillwyn’s founding fathers.
  

· (6) Buckingham Farm Supply/Pedestrian Plaza – This Buckingham Farm Supply building is located on the site of the old Moss Store, which was there prior to 1923, when it was destroyed by fire.  The Pedestrian Plaza, located next to Buckingham Farm Supply, sits on the site of the Hotel Dillwyn.  The original hotel was also destroyed by the 1923 fire. A new hotel was built in its place, which operated until the owner retired in the 1960s.


· (7) R. Davis House – This was, at one time, the home of C.M. Wingo – a local tobacco magnate and member of the Board of Directors of the old Dillwyn Tobacco Warehouse.

· (8) Dot Seay House – This house was the Old Dominion Inn.  The original Inn, located at another site, was destroyed by a fire and a new Inn built at the current site.  The Inn was originally called the Culbreth Hotel, and was run by Dolly Culbreth. 


· (9) Slate River Navigation (Railroad) – The 16-mile Buckingham Branch Railroad line is a former C&O operation which runs from Bremo, just across the James River in Fluvanna County, south to Dillwyn. The line, which extended to Rosney at one time, intended to reach the N&W at Farmville.  It was completed in 1893, and the first trains started rolling through that same year.  The Bryant family purchased the line from CSX in 1989, and now operates it as a privately-owned short-line railroad.  The railroad business is operated out of the Dillwyn Train Station, located on Main Street across from Town Hall.

· (10) Site of the old Buckingham Training School – Later renamed Stephen J. Ellis Elementary School, this was the first school for African-Americans in Buckingham County.  The school was built in the 1930s.  This is now the site for the planned Ellis Acres Memorial Park, which is described in more detail earlier in this section.
· (11) Dillwyn Baptist Church – Originally White Hall Baptist Church, it was organized in 1903 and the building constructed a few years later.  The church changed its name to First Baptist Church of Dillwyn in 1910 and is now known as First Baptist Church. The original building was replaced with a brick building, which was built in the mid-1950s and is still used by the church today.  

· (12) Original Site of White Hall United Methodist Church – The only building in the Town of Dillwyn that still has White Hall in its name, it was organized in 1897 and located on Warehouse Street.

· (13) Present Site of White Hall United Methodist Church – The church is presently located on Main Street (Route 1003).  The building was constructed in 1925.  H.M. White donated the property, and the wood used to construct the building. 
· (14) Thomas Insurance Agency – This building was, at one time, the office of Doctor Joseph Henry Mitchell, a local physician.  Dr. Mitchell’s house and stable were located nearby.  Toney’s Shoe Repair Shop was also in this building at one point.  

Regional Historic Initiatives
In March, 1993, Virginia’s Retreat was organized to explore ways that the Counties of Amelia, Appomattox, Buckingham, Charlotte, Cumberland, Dinwiddie, Nottoway and Prince Edward and the City of Petersburg, could work together to promote the region’s rich abundance of natural and historical resources.  Representatives of these localities, working closely with the Virginia Division of Tourism, the Virginia Division of State Parks and the National Park Service, held a planning retreat in April 1993, to design a strategy for accomplishing the Consortium’s mission—increase tourism and economic development activity in this region of Virginia.  Virginia’s Retreat has continued its successful mission of increasing tourism, economic activity and quality of life in the participating Southside Virginia localities through the promotion, preservation, enhancement and education of the region’s natural, recreational and historic resources.  The following section looks at those successful regional historic initiatives.  
Lee’s Retreat Civil War Trails
In October 1993, a group of Southside counties (Amelia, Appomattox, Cumberland, Dinwiddie, Nottoway and Prince Edward Counties) received $174,152 in federal ISTEA (Intermodal Surface Transportation Efficiency Act) funds to promote the route of Lee and Grant’s pas de deux toward Appomattox during the Civil War.  These funds were used to develop and print brochures and plan and design a series of 20 historic pull-off sites for motorists taking a self-guided tour of the historical retreat route.  
In 1994, the group was awarded just over $312,000 for the development of Phase II of what is now known as “Lee’s Retreat.”  This state funding constructed the 20 pull-off sites along the retreat route from Petersburg and Appomattox, and installed solar-powered radio transmission equipment.  

In December 1995, Buckingham County agreed to become part of the Lee’s Retreat. Within Buckingham, the following two (2) stops were designated (see MAP XXVI on next page).  

· Clifton - Radio stop is in place at this historic home west of the intersection of U.S. Highway 15 and Route 636 (Francisco Road). Part of the Confederate army passed here April 8, 1865, with Federals on its heels. Grant spent that night in the house and received Lee's message suggesting a meeting.
· New Store - All of Lee's exhausted army passed by this tiny settlement on April 8th.  Lee would surrender the next day.  

Map XXVI
Lee’s Retreat
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* South Side Railroad Station — This railroad was
Lee’s last supply line coming into Petersburg. When
it was cut, Lee was forced to withdraw from the Rich-
mond-Petersburg front.

* Pamplin Park Civil War Site — Here the Union’s
Sixth Army Corps broke through the Confederate
line defending Petersburg, causing a series of actions
which led to the evacuation of the city that evening
by Lee’s army.

* Sutherland Station - The engagement here enabled
Grant’s forces to sever the South Side Railroad, Lee’s
last supply line into Petersburg.

* Namozine Church - A rear guard cavalry skirmish
took place around the church as Lee’s soldiers marched
toward Amelia Court House.

* Amelia Court House — General Lee brought all his
troops to this village from Richmond and Petersburg,
hoping to continue into North Carolina and join forces
with General Joseph E. Johnston’s army.

* dJetersville — On his advance toward North Carolina,
Lee ran into Union forces here, thus forcing him to
change direction and march to Farmville.

came in contact with Lee’s rear guard as the South-
erners completed their night march to avoid Grant’s
troops at Jetersville.

* Deatonville - Constantly pressing the Confederate
line of march, Union troops fought a brief action here
on the way to Farmville.

* Holt’s Corner — At this road junction, part of Lee’s
army turned north while the main portion continued
ahead to the crossing of Little Sailor’s Creek.

* Hillsman House - Union and Confederate forces
fought a battle here on the slope across the creek from
this dwelling, with most of the Southern troops sur-
rendering. The house was used as a hospital.

* Marshall’s Crossroads — At this intersection, Union
cavalry fought Confederate infantry. The Confederates
eventually withdrew from the field or were captured.

* Lockett House - Fighting took place around this
house as can be attested to by the numerous bullet
holes that are still visible. It was later used as a hospi-
tal after the battle at the creek below.

* Double Bridges — The Confederate column and
‘wagon train which turned off at Holt’s Corner became
bogged down while crossing Sailor’s Creek and were
attacked by Union forces.

to protect the road from Burkeville Junction and
skirmished with Union troops advancing from that
direction.

* Cavalry Battle at High Bridge — About 900 Union
troops were sent on a mission to burn this South Side
Railroad structure over the Appomattox River. In the
engagement that followed, most were captured, and
their mission was a failure.

* Farmville - This tobacco town of 1,500 in 1865 saw
both armies march through it. Lee, hoping to issue
rations here for his army, was unsuccessful and then
crossed to the north side of the Appomattox River.

* Cumberland Church - Union troops, successfully
crossing the river at High Bridge, attacked Lee’s army
around the church and forced him to delay his march
until nightfall.

* High Bridge - Early in the morning, Confederate
forces burned four spans of High Bridge but failed to
destroy the lower wagon bridge. Consequently, Federal
forces were able to continue their pursuit of Lee’s
army north of the Appomattox River.

* Clifton — Generals Grant and Meade used this location
for their headquarters during the night. Grant stayed
in the house, and it was here where he received Lee’s
second letter suggesting a peace meeting. He left the
next morning and rode on to Appomattox Court House.

change its line of march: Gordon’s corps now took the lead
while Longstreet’s corps became the rear guard. They
would continue to be pursued by Union army corps under
the direction of Generals Humphreys and Wright.

* Lee’s Rear Guard - Confederate General James Long-
street built breastworks here to protect the rear of Lee’s
army, most of which was four miles south at Appomattox
Court House.

* Battle of Appomattox Station — In the evening, Union
cavalry captured four trains of supplies at the station in-
tended for Lee’s army. Also captured nearby, after a brief
engagement, were portions of the Confederate wagon
train and twenty-five cannons.

* Burkeville - The junction of the South Side and Rich-
mond & Danville Railroads, this location served as an
important logistics and supply base during and after the
Appomattox Campaign.

* Crewe - Originally called Robertson’s Switch, near here
General Grant made a cross-country night ride to join
Generals Sheridan and Meade at Jetersville. Plans would
be made for operations against Lee’s army the next day.

* Nottoway Court House — Portions of the Union army
passed through the village in their pursuit of Lee’s army.
Grant spent part of the evening of April 5th here.

7 Prince George Court House - U.S. Gens. Wilson &
Kautz departed nearby for their 300-mile cavalry raid to
destroy railroads in Southside VA.

7 Ream’s Station - Station burned by Wilson-Kautz
raiders on June 22, 1864. During the expedition’s return
to Petersburg on June 28, a 10-hour skirmish ensued
nearby between the Federal raiders and Confederate
Gen. William Mahone’s forces.

7 Dinwiddie Court House — Before turning north to the

South Side R.R., the Wilson-Kautz raiders destroyed local
records and appropriated local livestock.

7¢ Five Forks — The raiders passed here on their initial
movement toward the South Side R.R. Here, Gen. Wilson
learned of the Confederate attack on his rear guard at
Dinwiddie Court House.

77 Ford’s Depot — The Wilson-Kautz raiders reached this
point at sundown on June 22 and destroyed two trains and
military supplies.

7 Black’s & White’s Station — A local resident gave Wilson
incorrect directions which allowed Confederate forces to
block the Federal advance temporarily.

7 Battle of Nottoway — First sizable engagement fought
on the Wilson-Kautz Raid.

search of food and horses, meeting sporadic resistance.

7 Burkeville Junction — This junction of the South Side
R.R. and Richmond & Danville R.R. was a key objective of
the Wilson-Kautz Raid.

7 Meherrin Station — Wilson, entrenched at Nottoway
Court House, received word of Kautz’s success in destroy-
ing Burkeville Junction. Both Union columns rejoined here.

7 Keysville — The combined Wilson-Kautz column reached
here by nightfall of June 24.

¢ Charlotte Court House — After the destruction of rail-
road facilities at Burkeville Junction, Meherrin Station
and Keysville, fears of local citizens were eased when the
detachment burned no buildings.

7 Drakes Branch — The Union force halted here for two
hours on June 25 and continued destroying track.

7r Carrington’s Mill - Rufus
Barringer’s North Carolina
Brigade attacked the Federal
rear guard on the hill north
of here.

7« Mulberry Hill — Union
headquarters during the
Battle of Staunton River
Bridge.

WILSON *x KAUTZ

RAID

from Drakes Branch to here just prior to the Battle
of Staunton River Bridge.

¢ Staunton River Battlefield St. Park — Confederate
earthworks remain from the June 25,1864 battle.

7« Wylliesburgh - Site of the expedition’s first pause
following the Battle of Staunton River Bridge. From
this point on, the Federal raiders were in a race to
safety.

7r Christiansville — Fatigued and disorganized follow-
ing the rout at Staunton River Bridge, parties of Fed-
erals took farm animals and personal property from
area homes.

7 Mt. Horeb Church - Skirmish site where Confeder-
ate Gen. Rufus Barringer’s N.C. Brigade struck the
rear of the Federal column.

¢ St. John’s Church — Communion set from the
church was stolen by the raiders and recovered days
later at Ream’s Station.

¥ Danieltown — Seven local men captured 32 of Wilson’s
cavalrymen near here.

7« Smoky Ordinary — Wilson’s raiders camped here on
their retreat to the Union lines at Petersbhurg following
their repulse at Staunton River Bridge

here to proceed north toward Ream’s Station.

7 Sappony Church - Skirmish site where Wilson °
attempted to force his way through to Ream’s Station

just as C.S. Gen. Wade Hampton’s cavalry appeared.

7r Stony Creek Bridge — Following the skirmish at °
Sappony Church, the shattered remains of Wilson’s

command made a brief stand here.

% OTHER CIVIL WAR SITES*

City Point/Hopewell — At the confluence of the

James and Appomattox rivers, the Union army was
supplied from here via railroad and wagon. Gen. U.S. °
Grant’s headquarters cabin remains here.

Blandford Church/Petersburg — Special Confeder- °
ate burial section and Tiffany glass windows com-

memorating the southern states.

Fort Davis/Petersburg — One of a series of Union °
fortifications encircling the town.

Siege Museum — Museum highlights events and °
lifestyles during Petersburg’s Civil War siege.
Fort Early — Earthen defenses remain from May

1864 Battle of Lynchburg.

museum.

es museum of Lynchburg history.

Confederate Cemetery/Lynchburg — 1806 ceme-
tery with well-interpreted Civil War section & medical

Sandusky/Lynchburg - Union Gen. David Hunter’s
HQ during May 1864 Battle of Lynchburg.

® Danville Fortifications — Earthen fortifications
located on the hills overlooking the Dan River.

® Danville R.R. Station - Richmond & Danville R.R.
terminus. Road used as supply route and later as an
escape route for the Confederate government.

Prison No. 6/Danville — Only survivor of tobacco
warehouses converted into prisons during the war.
Sutherlin Mansion/Danville — Known as the “Last
Capitol of the Confederacy,” Confederate Pres. Davis

and his family stayed here April 3-10, 1865.

Bilhartz, Hall & Co./Chatham - Site of 1862 man-

ufacturer of rare “rising breech” carbine rifies.

Village View Manor/Emporia — 1790s home hosted
Confederate Gens. attempting to head off a Union
raid against railroad bridges in Dec. 1864.




Source:  Civil War Traveler Website, 2007

http://www.civilwar-va.com/virginia/va-retreat/retreat.html
Civil Rights in Education Heritage Trail
In March 2004, Virginia’s Retreat kicked off the grand opening of south central Virginia’s newest tourism product—the Civil Rights in Education Heritage Trail.  The project is modeled after the successful Lee’s Retreat Trail and the Wilson-Kautz Raid Driving Trail.  Instead of focusing on the Civil War, the Heritage Trail highlights contributions made to bring equal education to all Americans.  The trail includes 41 sites throughout 13 counties (including Buckingham County) and the City of Petersburg that describe the history of education in Southside Virginia (see Map XXVII). 
MAP XXVII
Civil Rights in Education Heritage Trail
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APPOMATTOX COUNTY

1 Winonah Camp/Mozella Price Home
U.S. Rt. 460, 1.1 miles east of Town of Appomattox
(Sign located at Carver-Price School.)

2 Carver-Price School
0.4 mile from west terminus of U.S. Rt. 460
Business, Town of Appomattox

3 Education in 1800’s Rural Virginia
Rt. 24, 1.1 miles east of U.S. Rt. 460 Bypass

BUCKINGHAM COUNTY

4 One-Room Schoolhouse
Rt. 690 South, across from Lee Wayside,
1.7 miles east of Buckingham CH

5 Carter G. Woodson Birthplace
Rt. 670, 2.2 miles east of Rt. 15 in New Canton

CUMBERLAND COUNTY

6 Hamilton High School
2.0 miles west of Cartersville on Rt. 45
at intersection of 690

7 Rosenwald School at New Hope Church
1.5 miles west of Cartersville on Rt. 45

8 Jackson Davis
Cumberland CH on U.S. Rt. 60

AMELIA COUNTY

9 Russell Grove Presbyterian Church and School
8701 Otterburn Rd., across from Middle School,
Amelia C.H.

10 Mrs. Samantha Jane Neil
16501 Church St., across from Courthouse

CHESTERFIELD COUNTY
11 Virginia State University
River Road, just west of Colonial Heights

PETERSBURG

1 2 Earliest Known Public High School
for African Americans in Virginia
NE corner of Harrison and Fillmore streets

1 3 McKenney Library
137 S. Sycamore St.

14 The Peabody-Williams School
629 South Jones St.

3"7 @ VICTORIA
N ENBURG

36 @) CHASE CITY

MECKLENBURG

NORTH CAROLINA

DINWIDDIE COUNTY

1 5 Southside Virginia Training Center
26317 W. Washington St. (U.S. Rt. 1), Petersburg

16 Rocky Branch School
Terminus of Rt. 636 in Sutherland,
0.3 miles off of U.S. Rt. 460

17 Early Education in Dinwiddie County
14101 Boydton Plank Rd. (U.S. Rt. 1)
at corner of Sycamore St., Dinwiddie C.H.

NOTTOWAY COUNTY

18 Blackstone Female Institute
(at Virginia United Methodist Assembly Center)
College and Fourth streets, Blackstone

19 Mt. Nebo Church
U.S. Rt. 460 to Rt. 614 south for 0.1 miles.
Turn right onto Rt. 659 for 0.8 miles, between
Blackstone and Nottoway CH.

20 Ingleside Training Institute
Terminus of Miller St. at Burkeville Elementary School

LUNENBURG COUNTY

21 The People’s Community Center
1021 Tidewater Ave., Victoria

2 2 St. Matthew’s Lutheran Church
Christian Day School
Rt. 630 in Meherrin, 0.5 south of U.S. Rt. 360

PRINCE EDWARD COUNTY

23 Prince Edward County Public Schools
Rt. 628 (Zion Hill Rd.) at intersection of
U.S. Rt. 15, just south of Farmville

24 R. R. Moton High School
Intersection of Griffin Blvd. and Main St.
(U.S. Rt. 15), Farmville

25 Farmville Female Seminary
(at Longwood University)
High St., Farmville

26 First Baptist Church
100 S. Main St., at intersection of Fourth St., Farmville

27 Beulah AME Church
115 S. Main St., at intersection of Fourth St., Farmville

28 Hampden-Sydney College
From U.S. Rt. 15, 4 miles south of Farmville, go
south on Rt. 133 and right on Rt. 692 (College Rd.)

CHARLOTTE COUNTY

29 Southside Virginia Community College -
John H. Daniel Campus
Rt. 40, 0.5 miles east of U.S. Rt. 360, Keysville

30 Charlotte County Library
LeGrande Ave. (Rt. 47), 0.1 miles from
intersection of Rt. 40, Charlotte CH

31 Salem School
Intersection of Rt. 632 and Rt. 608, Red Oak

HALIFAX COUNTY

32 Meadville Community Center
3.5 miles west of Town of Halifax on Rt. 360.Turn
west onto Rt. 57 (Chatham Rd.) for 6.5 miles.

33 Mary M. Bethune High School
201 Cowford Rd., Town of Halifax

34 Washington-Coleman Elementary School
1927 Jeffress Blvd., South Boston

35 Mizpah Church
308 Ragland St., South Boston

MECKLENBURG COUNTY

36 Thyne Institute
Rt. 47, 0.4 miles west of the intersection of
Rt. 49 and Rt. 47 in Chase City

37 Boydton Academic and Bible Institute
U.S. Rt. 58, approx. 0.5 miles west of Boydton

BRUNSWICK COUNTY

38 Southside Virginia Community College -
Christanna Campus
Intersection of Rt. 46 and U.S. Rt. 1, Alberta

39 Saint Paul’s College
North on Rt. 46 from U.S. Rt. 58, Lawrenceville

40 Hospital and School of the Good Shepherd
Rt. 681, first right off U.S. Rt. 58 south of Lawrenceville

41 Fort Christanna
Off Rt. 46, south from Lawrenceville, cross
Meherrin River and take first right turn onto Rt. 686.

In 1870, the Old African Church was
renovated and housed both an elementary
school and the first public high school for
African Americans in Virginia.

Site No. 12 on the Civil Rights in Education
Heritage Trail.





Source – Virginia’s Retreat
The self-guided driving tour allows you to enjoy the trail at your own pace, letting you linger longer at some stops and pass by others, if time is short. Because the trail is not linear or chronological, it can be started and ended at any point. Once you begin, follow the Civil Rights in Education trail blazing signs from one stop to the next.  There are two stops in Buckingham County:

· One-Room Schoolhouse
Road 690 (Lee Wayside Road) South, across from Lee Wayside, 1.7. miles east of Buckingham Courthouse Village

· Carter G. Woodson Birthplace
Road 670 (C.G. Woodson Road), 1 mile east of Rt. 15 in New Canton
Though not a site on the Civil Rights in Education Heritage Trail at present, Ellis Acres Memorial Park (located in the Town of Dillwyn) is a significant site in the history of Civil Rights in Education and may be considered for future inclusion in this regional initiative.
E.
Natural Resources
Land Surface

The Town of Dillwyn is located in the Piedmont Province, where rolling topography is the norm. The Town encompasses 0.7 square miles, or 384 acres.  Elevations within the Town range from 649 feet above sea level at the highest point to 550 feet above sea level at the lowest point in the Town.  

Climate
The Town of Dillwyn experiences a generally moderate climate (Source: The Weather Channel, 2007).  The average annual temperature is 57.3 F degrees.  January is the average coolest month.  The average temperature in January is 37 F degrees.  July is the average warmest month.  The average temperature in July is 77 F degrees.  The highest recorded temperature was 106 F degrees in 1932.  The lowest recorded temperature was -16 F degrees in 1940. The annual average rainfall is 44.87 inches.  The maximum average precipitation occurs in March and May.  TABLE XXXV on the next page indicates temperature and weather trends for the Town.
	TABLE XXXV
Monthly Temperature Averages and Records
Town of Dillwyn

	
	Jan.
	Feb.
	March
	April
	May
	June
	July
	Aug.
	Sept.
	Oct.
	Nov.
	Dec.

	Avg. High
	48
	52
	61
	71
	78
	85
	89
	87
	81
	71
	61
	51

	Avg. Low
	25
	28
	35
	43
	52
	61
	65
	64
	57
	44
	36
	29

	Mean
	37
	40
	48
	57
	65
	73
	77
	76
	69
	58
	48
	40

	Avg. Precip.

(inches)
	4.03
	3.32
	4.26
	3.35
	4.26
	3.23
	4.19
	3.86
	3.94
	3.82
	3.41
	3.20

	Record High
	81 2002
	82 1948
	90 1945
	96 2002
	98 1941
	105 1952
	105 1954
	106 1932
	106 1932
	100 1941
	88 1950
	82 1998

	Record Low
	-16 1940
	-9 
1996
	0 1960
	16 1985
	25 1963
	35 1945
	45 1962
	41 1946
	30 1956
	12 1962
	9 1970
	-6 1942

	Source:  The Weather Channel, 2008


Drainage
The Town of Dillwyn is located within the James River Watershed (see Map XXVIII on the next page).  The James River watershed is 10,236 square miles and is the largest river contained within a single state.  The James River watershed covers one quarter of the Commonwealth of Virginia and includes 57 counties. The James River flows past Richmond and Williamsburg, and into the Chesapeake Bay.   
Because of the size and diversity of land use within the James River watershed, the watershed was divided into three sections: Upper, Middle and Lower.  The Town of Dillwyn is located in the Middle James Watershed.  The Middle James watershed region is approximately 6,190 square miles and is the largest and most diverse portion of the James River watershed.  With the diversity of the Middle James watershed, comes many valuable natural areas, historical areas and resources. 

Major tributaries of the James River Watershed include the James River, Appomattox River, Maury River, Jackson River, and the Rivanna River.  The Town of Dillwyn is drained by the Slate and Willis Rivers. A gauging station is located on the Slate River (at Bumpass) and on the James River (at Scottsville in Albemarle and at Bent Creek in Buckingham).  These sites give the depth of the river, temperature of the water, the ph level and other interesting data.  

Map XXVIII
Virginia’s Major Watersheds
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Source:  Virginia Department of Conservation and Recreation Website, 2007

http://www.dcr.virginia.gov/soil_&_water/wsheds.shtml
Rivers
While there are no major rivers in Dillwyn, Buckingham County is bounded by the Appomattox River (South-Eastern) and the James River (Northern).  The Willis and Slate Rivers flow into the James River.

Appomattox River

The Appomattox River, a major tributary to the James River, flows out of Appomattox County toward Petersburg and Hopewell, and along its course forms the boundaries between such counties as Buckingham, Prince Edward, Cumberland, Amelia, Powhatan, Chesterfield, Dinwiddie, and Prince George (see MAP XXIX on the next page). Lake Chesdin, just west of Petersburg, is a major man-made impoundment on the river. 
James River (Upper)
The James River in the U.S. state of Virginia is 547.160 km (340 miles) long and drains a watershed comprising 10,432 square miles, including about 4% open water, an area with a population of 2.5 million people (see MAP XXX on the next page).  It is one of the largest rivers in the United State that remains entirely in a single state.  
MAP XXIX
James River Watershed
Appomattox River


Source:  http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Appomattox_River
MAP XXX
James River Watershed
James River



Source: http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/James_River_%28Virginia%29
Watershed Dams
In 1954, the Watershed Protection and Flood Prevention Act, Public Law 83-566 (PL-566) was passed.  This Act authorized the U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) to provide local groups financial and technical assistance for flood prevention and other watershed-based activities.  Through the years, approximately 18 watershed dams have been constructed in Buckingham County. Benefits of these watersheds include flood protection, water quality, reduced soil erosions and wildlife habitat.  None of these are in the Town, but Slate River Watershed Dam, #2 (which is County owned) is the County Reservoir and serves as the water source for the public water system (see MAP XXXI on the next page).  That system serves the Town of Dillwyn.  

Soils

Soil is a mixture of mineral and organic matter, air, water and living things.  There are about 500 different soils in Virginia.  

A soil survey, made on a county basis, is a scientific inventory of these soils.  This inventory includes maps that show soil’s location and types, detailed descriptions of each soil and laboratory data on many physical and chemical properties of the soil.  The data can be used to make decisions on how to use the land.  

Homebuyers and owners can avoid costly mistakes by using soil surveys.  These surveys show the extent and hazards of flood prone areas, give the amount of sand, silt and clay in soil, and rate the shrinking and swelling potential of soils high in clay content.  They also detail erodibility, slope, permeability, wetness, depth to bedrock and water tables to determine, for example, whether a septic tank absorption field can be safely installed.  

Currently, there is no digital soil data available (current nor historical) for Buckingham County (or, consequently, the Town of Dillwyn).  The Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) is in the process of gathering soil survey data for all counties within Virginia.  Buckingham County is still waiting on new survey data for soil and it is anticipated to be complete in approximately 2 years.  
Ground Water

The availability and quality of groundwater can be a significant factor in the planning of development within a county.   While this is not a major factor for the Town, since its residents are served by the County’s public water system, groundwater is the primary source of potable water for households outside the system’s service area. Furthermore, groundwater is replenished primarily by rainfall. Groundwater, rainfall and melting snow replenish rivers, streams, lakes, and other water bodies – such as the County Reservoir (which serves as the sources for the County’s public water system). 

MAP XXXI
Buckingham County Reservoir 

Slate River Watershed Dam #2
[image: image34.png]



Map created by CRC – November 2007

Source – Peter Francisco SWCD

Quality of Groundwater

The variables which affect the quality of groundwater include the natural factors such as mineral composition of the water bearing rock, seasonal variation in the amount of water recharge, duration of contact between rock and water and the mean annual air temperature.  Manmade contaminants may also affect the quality of groundwater.
Potential sources of such contaminants within the Piedmont region include septic systems, sanitary landfills, sewage lagoons, leaking pipelines, leaking fuel storage tanks, improperly constructed wells, agricultural activities such as animal wastes and fertilizer and pesticide applications, highway de-icing salts and infiltration of poor quality surface water from lakes and streams.  

Natural water quality concerns in the region are often iron, manganese and chloride content, hardness (primarily calcium and magnesium content), dissolved solids, sulfate concentration, nitrate concentration, pH (acidity) and color (typically from iron or manganese content).

Potential for Groundwater Contamination  
The most widespread source of groundwater contamination in the Piedmont region is septic systems.  The contaminants that may come from septic systems include nitrates, sulfates, chlorides, bacteria and viruses.  Although the placement of the drainfields of septic systems is important in the proper functioning and avoidance of contamination problems, the capacity for them to properly protect the groundwater from harmful contaminants decrease after many years of use.  This is due, in part, to the reduction in the capacity of the soils to filter and absorb the contaminants.  Some of the contaminants from septic fields, including nitrate, sulfate and chloride, can move down to the water table even when a septic drainfield is placed in appropriate soils.  Thus, the placement and design of septic fields is critically important to long term groundwater quality in developing areas of Buckingham County.  

The other potential sources of groundwater contamination are also important.  To the extent possible, these should be controlled or mitigated through the proper location, design, maintenance and operation of the facility or activity that presents the contamination threat.  These include a variety of agricultural and industrial uses.  Many of these sources are controlled by State or Federal regulations, but continual attention must be applied in order to maintain the groundwater as a valuable long term local source.

Buckingham County, in its recent Comprehensive Plan update, has developed a Watershed Overlay District to protect the Reservoir from the harmful effects of development.   The intent of the Watershed Overlay District is to restrict development in this area in order to reduce the negative impacts of development on flood protection, water quality, and soil erosion.
Water Supply Planning

The Code of Virginia, as amended by Senate Bill 1221 in 2003 (Section 62.1-44.38:1) requires the development of a comprehensive statewide water supply planning process to (1) ensure that adequate and safe drinking water is available to all citizens of the Commonwealth, (2) encourage, promote, and protect all other beneficial uses of the Commonwealth's water resources, and (3) encourage, promote, and develop incentives for alternative water sources, including but not limited to desalinization.  In addition the amended Code Section provides that local or regional water supply plans shall be prepared and submitted to the Department of Environmental Quality in accordance with criteria and guidelines developed by the Board.  Such criteria and guidelines shall take into account existing local and regional water supply planning efforts and requirements imposed under other state or federal laws.  The Local and Regional Water Supply Planning Regulation (9 VAC 25-780) was developed to implement the mandates of this section of the Code.

This regulation establishes the planning process and criteria that all local governments are to use in the development of local or regional water supply plans.  The regulation also established a schedule for submittal of those plans.

Local Water Supply Plans are due by:

· November 2008 for Local Governments with Populations in Excess of 35,000 

· November 2009 for Local Governments with Populations in Excess of 15,000 but No More Than 35,000 

· November 2010 for Local Governments with Populations Less Than or Equal to 15,000 

· Deadlines for Towns Based on 2000 Census Population Estimates 

· November 2011 for Regional Water Supply Plans 

Local Governments electing to participate in the submittal of Regional Water Supply Plans must notify DEQ of the intent to participate in a Regional Plan by November 2008.  Regional Water Supply Plans are water plans developed and submitted by two or more cities or counties or both.  A town and an adjacent county may develop a regional water plan.  Two or more towns may develop and submit a regional water plan where the plan results in the proposed development of future water supply projects that supply the water supply demands of the affected towns.  Such plans developed by two or more towns may be included in regional water plans developed and submitted by counties or cities.  Regional water plans shall be developed and submitted in conjunction with all public service authorities operating community water systems within the regional planning unit, if applicable.
In December 2008, Buckingham County, including the Town of Dillwyn, received regional grant funding from the Department of Environmental Quality to undertake water supply planning for both localities.  Through this planning project, the County of Buckingham will be completing the following requirement of 9 VAC-25-780 Water Supply Planning Regulations for the both the County and Town: 9 VAC 25-780-70 (Report of existing water sources) and 9 VAC 25-780-80 (Report of existing water use).  
Mineral Resources

During 2005, three (3) mining companies continued operations in Buckingham County under three separate mining permits administered by the Virginia Department of Mines, Minerals, and Energy.  The main commodities produced included kyanite and slate.  

Kyanite Mining Corporation mined kyanite-bearing quartzite at Willis Mountain and East Ridge, both south of Dillwyn.  The kyanite is processed at plants at Willis Mountain and northeast of Dillwyn and marketed for refractor and ceramic uses.  The company reported 129,285 short tons of kyanite produced during 2005.

Slate was quarried just west of Arvonia by Lesueur-Richmond Slate Corporation, and also just north of Route 652 near Bridgeport by Solite LLC.  Slate from the Lesueur operation has been marketed for roofing, floor and flagstone material, wall panels, and for other architectural purposes.  Some waste slate was crushed for highway construction, concrete aggregate, and drain fields.  Lightweight aggregate for use in the construction industry was manufactured by Solite LLC.  At the end of 2005, Lesueur-Richmond Slate Corporation reported 416,385 short tons of product, while Solite LLC reported 138,798 short tons produced.  
During recent years, several companies have conducted field studies and exploration drilling to evaluate the potential of mineralized strata that trends northeastward south of Andersonville through Dillwyn to New Canton in the northern part of the County.  Sulfide mineralization, consisting chiefly of copper, lead and zinc minerals, with gold and silver occur in this district, which was the site of intermittence mining for many years.  In the past, gold was mined and prospected at about 25 localities near Dillwyn, Johnson, Arvonia, and Andersonville, by placer, open-cut and underground methods from the 1830s until the 1940s.  The London-Virginia and the Buckingham Gold Mines, located just northwest of Dillwyn, and the Sprouses Corner Gold Mine were reclaimed under the Orphaned Land Program by the Virginia Division of Mineral Mining in 1997.  

Clay materials from twelve selected areas in the County have been tested and found potentially suitable for pigmenting purposes, for structural clay products, and for improving the plasticity of other ceramic raw materials.  Testing also indicates that selected samples of slate are potentially useful as raw materials for mineral wood, with the addition of proper quantities of lime.  
According to the Virginia Division of Mineral Resources, Charlottesville, Virginia, resources that might be considered for future evaluation and development include kyanite and slate, with substantial reserves in the areas of current mining, and granite gneiss in the southern part of the County with  potential for crushed-stone purposes.  
See MAP XXXII on the next page for location of geology and mineral resources in Buckingham County as of February 15, 2007.  
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[_]CZac - Alligator Back Formation, banded marble

[] CZmy - Alligator Back Formation, feldspathic metagraywacke
B CZfm - Fork Mountain Formation

I OZIIl - Mine Run complex, melange zone |l

[™_] Vo - exotic blocks within melange

[ CZpm - metagraywacke, quartzose schist, and melange
[_] Cfvs - felsic metatuff, mica schist, and gneiss

g Cmvs - greenstone or amphibole gneiss

B PzZdm - Diana Mills complex, hornblende metadiorite
B PzZbq - Buckingham complex, quartz diorite

7] PzZbk - Buckingham complex, metamorphosed mafic and ultramafics

[_]9s - actinolite schist metabasalt
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Geologic data and mineral resource locations presented on this
map are based on current information in the records of the VA

Department of Mines, Minerals, and Energy (DMME). The locations 0 1 2 4 6 8

and extent of many of the historic mine sites have been confirmed Data Sources:

by field investigations, yet for others, the locations may be B e e _ _ o _

approximate and subject to change. DMME is continuing to modify : Gec_JIogy:_ VA D|V|S|qn_ qf Mlnerql Resou_rc_es (DMR), Geologic Map of Virginia and Expanded Explanation (1993), scale 1:500,000.

the datasets included on this map, and the user is responsible for Miles Active Mines: VA Division of Mineral Mining, scale 1:24,000.

ensuring that they have the most current information. This map is Historic Mines: DMR Mineral Resources of Virginia database, scale 1:24,000.

designed for use at the designated scale and should not be

enlarged or used for making site-specific decisions. The user Virginia Department of Mines, Minerals, and Energy

should be aware of possible errors in scale, resolution, and Division of Mineral Resources

Charlottesville, VA

15 February 2007

positional accuracy. Distribution of this map is intended for
informational purposes and should not be considered authoritative
for navigation, engineering, legal, or other site-specific uses.
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Chapter III – Community Resources
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